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destgued, chiefly by the municipal council at
Narrogin and other public bodies, to induece
the Government te start the line. 1 was at
Narrogin when & rally of the unemployed was
called in the park on Sunday moening, Ouly
1% men turoed up.
Hon., C. F. Baxter:
plovment there?

Hon. J. A, GREIG: Not worth mentioning,
for snme of the 15 men already had jobs.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You will find 15 unem-
ployed in any town in the Great Southern.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: XNarrogin ought to have
about 15 unemployed at any time so that the
men might be used for odd jobs. I notiee in
this morning’s paper that the unemployed
position at Narrogin is al) right. The Gov-
ernment had some railway constructions to
the southwards and asked for 12 men from
Narrogin, hut they obtained only two. The
people of Nacvogin have bren promised that
the line will he built. The whole thing was
worked up to persuade the Government to
start it.

Hon. J. W, Hickey: You harl better mave
the motion again, and use better arguments.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: Public bodics at Nar-
rogin are wrath with me for taking this ne-
tion.

Hon. J. W. Hickey:
here.

Hon. J. A, GREIG: T rcalisc that if another
motion came before another place it would
also be supportcd. T have tried to make the
way easy far the Premier, Some 12 months
ago a deputation from Narrogin asked him to
hurry en with the work. Knowing this 1
talked the matter over with the memher for
Pingelly, who tabled the inotion on the Thurs-
day night for the appointment of a select_com-
mittee to deal with the question. My reason
for making the suggestion was that when the
deputation came before the Premier on the
following day he would be in a position to
sav diplomatically that the question was now
in the hands of Parliament and was sub-jadiee.

Hon. J. Cornell: You have given the show
awuy.

Hon, J. A. GREIG: We thought the Pre-
micr would do this, but evidently he did not
see the point. When I moved the motion in
this Hounee T again thought T wae making the
way easy for the Premier, and that he wonld
ask the advisory board during the rceess to
make a report, and then do what was hest
in the interests of the State, This, however,
has not been done. T have been snubbed in the
town in which T am living because I will not
snpport a fifth railway to run inte it. I do
not mind being snubbed by a little coterie or
by an wnserupulous politician,

Hon, . F. Baxter: You onght to regard
that as an hononr.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: The greatest reward
auy public man ¢an have is the knowledge that
he has conscientionsly and faithfully done his
duty. T feel it my duty to emphasise this
queation, and [ hope the Leader of the House

Was there any unem-

You are supported
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will insist upen his Government giving it the
attention it so well deserves.

On meotion by Hon. .J. W. Hickey, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 7.55 pm.

Zegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 8th August, 1923.
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The SPEAKER touk the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers,

QUESTION—RATLWAY RATES,
BACOXN PIGS.
Mr. JOHXNSTON  (for Mr. Pickering)

asked the Minister for Railways: 1, Is it o
fact that for the past 12 months a rate has
existed for vavon pigs by which the consignor
was ¢nabled to load en route, from starting
point to cowmpletion of loading—on braneh
lines only—the freight being charged from
the farthest point, and that by these means
the grower proenred from the buver a more
favourable price for his products? 2, Has
this rate heen enncelled sinee the 1st August
for the South-Western distriet? 3, Does this
rate and gystem of loading still apply on
branch lines in the Eastern distriet? 4, If
se, ou what lines? 5, What is the reason for
|ireferential rates in favour of the Mastern
districts as against the South-West?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Sueh a concession has been allowed
since July, 1920, in certain localities. It is
new in operation between Narrogin-Narem-
been, Wagin-Lake Grace, Katanning-Nyab-
ing, and Foggitt Jones’ Siding, Bellevue, 2,
The concession has never been in operation
in the South-West distriet generally, hut only
between Busselton and Buyanup, Manjimup-
Bridgetown, and Foggitt Jones’ Siding,
Bcllevie. These seetions were deleted from
the list as from the Tst of July, 1923, on
representations that the objebts for which the
concession wag instituted had been fulfilled.
3.and 4, See No. 1. 5, The stimulation of
pig breeding in certain defined localities,
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QUESTION—ELECTORAL ROLLS,
REMOVAL OF NAMES,

Hon, P. COLLIER asked the Premier:
How many names have heen removed by ob-
jection frem the electoral rolls for each of
the clectoral districts of the metropolitan dis-
triet, Guildford to PFremantle inclusive, dur-
ing the past twelve months and also dering
the half-vear ended 30th June last?

The PREMIER replied: The information
is eontained in the following table:—

No. of names removed by

objection,

Electoral District, K
During twelve | During 8ix
months ended | months ended
7th Aug,, 1923, | 30th June, 1923

FPerth ... 560 550
East Perth 628 823
North Perth ... 825 818
West Perth 559 550
Canning ... 076 676
Claremont e e 497 497
Guildiord . 448 448
Leederville 047 847

ubiaco ... 586 586
Fremantlo 853 853
North-East Fremantle... 520 520
South Fremantle 371 a7

QUESTION—DWARDA-NARROGIN
RATLWAY PROJECT.

Mr, JOHNSTON asked the Premier: When
do the Government intend to resume the con-
struction of the Dwarda-Narrogin railway?

The PREMIER replied: The Housc will
be asked to authorise a deviation before the
congtruetion of the line ias started.

QUESTION—COMMONWEALTH CON-
STITUTION, CONVENTION.

Mr. ANGELO asked the Premier: What
action was taken to give effeet to the follow-
resolution, agreed to by both Houses of Par-
liament last <ession: ‘‘That in the opinion
ot this House the Premier should ¢ommuni-
cate with the Commounwealth and State Gov-
ernments, and urge the summoning of a Con-
stitation Convention to consider the amend-
ment of the Commonwealth Constitution’’?
2, What were the results of his action?

The PREMIER replied: No action was
taken because a Premiers’ conference was to
be held to consider financial matters between
Staie and Commonwealth,

QUESTION—PASTORAL LEASES,
RENTS.

Mr, ANGELO asked the Minister for
Lands: What was the total amount of rent
paid to the Government by pastoral lessees in
the North-West distrists for the year ended
A0th June last?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
Distriets are not separated in ledgers, and
the information cannot be aceurately obtained
without considerable cxpense. The approxi-
mate amount was £93,000.

QRUESTION -SAND REMOVAL, HUME
PIPE COMPANY.

My, HUGHES asked the Miuister for Rail-
ways: 1, Under what conditions are the
Hume Pipe Co. (Australia), Ltd., allowed
to remove the sand from the lund belonging
to the Railway Department, situated betwcen
Clnisebrook Road and Summer Strect, Last
Perth? 2, How many times has the railway
fenee been removed to permit of the com-
pany’s operations? 3, By whom has the cost
of these removals been borne?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1 {a), The tramline not to he taid closer
than 12 feet to ‘*Down’’ main; (b) the eut-
ting not to be taken out deeper than railway
line formation; (c) the batters to be neatly
trimmed as sand is removed; (d) the com-
pany to pay cost (estimated at £3) of shift-
ing back fence or do the work to our satis-
fuction; (c) in carting sand over the six-
inch pipe main from Summers Strect tank to
Perth, which is approximately 1 foot below
the surface, care to be taken that same i not
affected; timbers to lie placed over same; (f)
at guch times as the removal of sand ap-
proaches telephone pele No. 22, arrangements
to be made as to distance and batters so as
not to affect its stability. 2, On four oeca-
sions. 3, Hume Pipe Company (Australia),
Limited.

QUESTION—POLICE PROSECUTIONS.
Policeman’s defaleations.

Mr. HUGHES asked the Premier: 1, What
was the amount of the defaleations of a cer-
tain police constable, which were recently
discovered in the Police Departmentt 2, Js
it u tact that—(a) the accused did not ans-
wer his name in the police court bhut was
taken privately before Mr, W, A, G. Walter,
I’M., and granted bail; (b) when the first
period of remand had expired the accused
again failed to answer his name, but during
the afterncon was again taken privately be-
fore Mr., W, A, G. Walter, P.M., and further
remanded; (c) owing to restitution having
been made, Mr. W, A, G. Walter, P.M., sen-
tenced the aecused to omly six weeks’ impris-
onment; (d) the period of ineareeration was
spent by the aceused in the police gym-
nasium? 3, If so, why were these special
privileges and concessions given the accused¥

The PREMIER replied: 1, £866 19s. 4d.
2 (a) No; (b) No; (c) I am not aware of
the reasons which actuated the magistrate in
his decision; the proceedings were in accord-
ance with law; (d) No. 3, No privileges
ar conecessions were granted.
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Imprisonment without the option.

Mr. HUGILES asked the Premier: 1, Isit a
fact that the Police Magistrate (Mr. W, A,
Gi. Walter) recently sentenced a first offender
to one month's imprisontent, without the
option of a fine, for taking 2s. worth of coal,
aml that the privilege of  mitigating his
offence by making restitution was denied the
acersed? 2, If so, for what reason wns the
privilege of making restitution denied this
accused, whereas it was nllowed to a police
constable who reeeived extraordinary lenienecy
as a result thereof?

The PREMIER replied: ), Yes, except
that the value of the coal is understated. 2,
The magistrate cxereised the discretion vested
in him by Statute.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motions by Mr. Mullany, leave of
absenez for two weeks granted to the mem-
ber for Irwin (Mr. C. Maley), the member
for Kimberley (Mr. Durack) and to the mem-
ber for Rocbourne (Mr. Teesdale), and for
two months to the member for North Perth
(Mr. J. MaeCallum Smith}, on the grounds
of urgent private business,

ADDRESS.IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
TDebate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. A, THOMSON (Katanning) [4.40]:
I bave read the Governor’s Spceeh with a
considerable amount of interest, and the
statement contained in the first paragraph
represents what is distinetly the most im-
portant ntterance in the Speech. Tt sets out—

My advisers, recognising the paramount
importance to the Statc and Fmpire of
speedy increase in population and develop-
inent, are vigorously pursuing the policy of
immigration embodied in the agreement Dbe-
tween the Imperial, Federal, and State
Governments.

There has been a good deal of disenssion in
this House regarding the class of migrants
we are receiving in Western Anstralia. When
I returned from the Oid Country last year,
I had the privilege of making a few state-
ments regarding immigration matters. I have
a report furnished hy the Agent General for
Western Australia, and dated December,
1922, He deals with migration within the
Empire, and in the course of his remarks
Sir James Connolly says—

During the beginning of the period un-
der review, we handed over the direet con-
trol of peneral migration to the Australian
Migration Department, Australia House,
retaining the general control, particularly
go far as it may relate to (1) the appoint-
ment of the officers who are to deal with
the Western Austrabian migrants, and (2)
the right of eontrol by the Agent General
so far as their actions, etc, are coneerned
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(not their pay). The arrangement should
be satisfactory inasmueh as we have suffi-

cient control to enable ws to see that
we get the right people and in  the
right numbers, while the Commonwealth

undertakes the financial responsibility of

them as to the cost of selection and the

passages. -
[ inteml to yuote cxtensively from the Agent
General's report, as it has considerable bear-
ing on the question. We know that when the
Premier was in England an Ac¢t was passed
dealing with migration, and the Agent Gen-
eril, referring to the new measure, remarks—

This is the first time that a sustained
offort has been attempted between the
British Government and the Dominion Gov-
ernmenfs to keep the people within the Em.
pire.

It is a laudahle thing to keep the people with-
in the Empire, We have our White Australia
pelicy, and I do not know that we can do
anything better so far as Australia is con-
cerned, and Western Awstralia too, than to
people our State with our own kith and kin
from the home land. The Agent General goes
on to point out that the Imperinl Government,
under the Overseas Settlement Scheme, were
paying the full passage money, which was
then £40, for all ex-service men and women
to .Austratiu, and that the Premier {(Bir
James Mitchell) under the migration scheme
arranged with the Commonwealth, was to in-
troduer 25,000 people annually for three
vears, to Western Australia, the Common-
wealth Government undertaking to contribute
one-third of the money expended for their sect-
tlement for the first five years; that is to say,
of the money that was loaned and expended
on kehalf of the settlers for thirty years, half
the intercat for the first five vears was to he
refunded to the State by the Commeonwealth
Government. The JAgent General also
states—

You were advised from London that if
vou could get the scheme endorsed as above
by the Commonwealth Government, you
would be well advised to come to London,
ny the Colonial Office had informed the
Agent General they would he willing to
nssist to the same extent as the Com-
monwealth.

The Tmperial Government suggested that they
were willing to assist this State. I made
that statement last year, and here i3 evidence
that it was suggested the Premier should go
ITome. [Tt shows that the Home authorities
are quite alive to the importance of fostering
immigration within the Empire. Statements
have heen made that we are not getting men
of the right type. Tf that is so, it shows
negligenee on the part of the two officers ap-
pointed by the State to see that suitable peo-
ple were selected, The Apgent General's
office too, is evidently not taking very much
interest in the matter. Let me give an illus-
tration of the attitude at Savoy House. Most
members will admit that if 500 or 600 young
women capable of undertaking household
duties were sent to Western Australia, every
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one of them would be placed in 24 hours.
When T was in London T visited Savoy House.
There were two women who locked like do-
mestie servants inquiring regarding the pro-
speets in Western Aunstralia, and the porter
told them, ‘“Go to Australia House. We have
nothing whatever to do with migration.”’ T
‘brought the matter under the notice of the
Agent General, and le undertook to ser that
‘such a thing did not oceur again. It should
be the provinee of the Agent General’s offi-
«eers to give any information required, and
such information should be available at Savoy
House, so that people calling there may be
given some idea of the opportunities existing
in Western Australia, The officials of Aus-
tralia Housc are not permitted to diserimin-
ate between fthe States. Those employed
there are Australians or alleged to be Aus-
tralians, but doubtless officers from other
States may be biassed in favour of their
particular States, When I discussed this
matter with Mr. Barnes he replied, *‘ We are
Australiang.”? T said, *“So am I, but T am
‘4 West Australian first.’’ Perhaps that is one
-of the reasons why we may not be getting as
good a type of migrant as we desire.

Capt. Carter: Are the Eastern States get-
ting better?

Mr. A. THOMSON: T shall come to that
later. T read with a good deal of interest
‘the statement of the member for Claremont
(Mr. J. Thomson). I believe the Govern-
ment are sincere in their desire to get the
right clasg of migrant. The Agent-feneral
BAYE—

After your arrival and after several
conferences, 1t was agreed with Colonel
Amery, Chairman of the (verscas Settle-
ment Committee, that a Bill should be
introdueed in the House of Commeons
{which was subsequently done and passed)
«+ .. The contribution of two-thirds in-
terest for five years was to ecover the
initial outlay, surveying, training settlers
vte., to which the State was te be put,
Tuterest would, of course, be payable from
the settlers to the State Grovernment from
the day the money was sdvanced to them,

“To reimburse the State for the expenses of
handling these migrants, the JImperial and
‘Commonwealth Governments have agreed to
pay portion of the interest for a period.
When T was about to leave for England, I
approsched the Premier and said *‘If youm
alloente a section of land, I will bring out
one of the finest groups of Scottish settlers
who ever sect foot in Western Australia.?’
1 received from him a reply stating that it
was impossible to do so. I canmot under-
stand that attitude. Tt is essential te have
community of interest among the settlers. If
we brought out batehes of settlers from
partienlar districts, they would be very
much happier in their new environment and
would work together more harmeniously
-even that is the case in our group settle-
‘ments. | see no reason why the Premier
could not have acceded to my request. The
Agent General stated  that he had visited
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the north of Secotland and found that the
Seottish Beard of Agricultwre in Edinhurgh
had approved of 6,453 persons, all voung ex-
service men under 30 years of ayge.

Mr. Wilson: Fdinburgh in the north of
Scotland!

Mr. A, THOMSON: Tt is near it.

My, Wilson: And you elaim to know some-
thing abont it!

Mr, A. THOMSON: I have been
The Agent-General adds—

They adnvit that they cannot settle
more than 2,000 of these during the next
two or three years, and they are very
doubtful about cven that number. I have
reason te believe that the authorities
would very much like us to take at least
4,000 of these men.

The Agent-General also deals with the ques-
tion of national and coultry reception asso-
ciations. He does the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) the
honour of mentioning him. He 8¥5—

T am writing to the Hon. W. (. Angwin,
suggesting to him to take the finitiative
i the formation of the soeiety man-
tioned. -

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That has been doue,

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am absolutelv in
favour of migration. No sane man could
contend that this vast State is ot urgently
1o need of increased population. The point
to be decided is whether we are takine
steps to get the right class of nrigrant. The
Governor’s Specch states—

The arrivals of passengers during the
past 18 months, including paying third-
olass passengers, has been 10,654,

These people have eost the British and Com-
monwealth Governments in passage money
approximately £117,194, I congratulate the
New Settlers’ Teague on their excellent
work in meeting and advising migrants and
Placiug them, but it is not the proviuce of
the New Settlers' League or any other
voluntary body to bave the care and respon-
sipllity of finding employment for our
migrants. 3

Mr. Clydesdale : Will the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association take it on [ -

_Mr. A. THOMSON: I propose to state my
views. The Government admit that it is
an Enpire and State matter, and yet we
find them handing over to a voluntary body
# duty which rightly belongs to the Gov-
ernment. Tf it is a Western Australian
migration scheme, those who are responsiblo
for it should carry it out in its entirety.
T 1911 when the present Agent-General
was Colonial Secretary, a scheme was organ-
ised in this State under which every town
or hamlet had a representative. Many
people are under the impression that the
Btate is entailed in no cost as regards the
work performed by the New Settlers’
League. The Commonwealth Government
are paying the league £1,500 a year. When
we read in the Press of the drives through
the various distriets to find work for the
neweomers, we are apt to conclude that the

there.
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expense is being borne by the New Settlers’
League, That is the impression conveyed
to the public.

Mr. Underwood: That ig correct.

Mr. A. THOMSAGQN: The whouie of the cost
ot those drives ia being borne by the State
Government.

Mr, Pickering: It is not.

Mr. Mann: That statement is vincorrect.

Mr. A, THOMSBON: The expenses of the
men so engaged are being paid by the State
and so is the cost of the motor cars.

Mr. Clvdesdale: The cost of the moter
cars only.

AMr. A, THOMSON: The Government are
paving the cxpenses as well; T can prove
my statement.

AMr. Clvdesdale: No!

The Colonial Seevetary: There is a large
number of honorary workers,

Mr. A. THOMSOX: I admit that. T do
not wish to detract from the excellent work
done by the Ugly Men's Association and
other hnnorar¥ workers, but this is too big a
scheme to be dealt with from Perth. Re-
cently a member visited the Great Southern
districts, beeause we had 260 or 300 new-
comers landing at Albany, He went to the
Great Southern to find employment for these
people. What on carth is the use of sending
a man from the metropolitan area to go
through a district about which he knows
ahsolutely nothing?

The Colonial Secretary: He is well accus-
tomed to country districts.

Ar, A. THOMSON: I am casting no re-
flection on the gentleman concerned. I am
discnssing the prineiple of the thing.

Mr. Pickering: He did his work.

Mr. Underwood: Was 1t worth while send-
ing him? . v

AMr. Pickering: Certainly it was. .

Mr. A. THOMSON: 'In every town and in
gvery hamlet in the State where newcomers are
goin}z there should be a responsible Govern-
ment agent to whom the newcomers should be
able to go.

Mr, Mann: There are such officers now.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: There are not.

The Minister for Agriculture: The whole
tenor of your remarks is in the dircetion of
damning with faint praise.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T am dealing with a
principle, and T am talking abont a subjeet
that T know something of. 1 am afraid it is
the Minister who does not know much of what
is voing on.

The Colonial Sevretary:
cfficiently done.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T repeat it is not.

AMr. Mann: Do you think it could be done
better by paid officials?

Ar. A, THOMSON: T do.

Capt. Carter: What is the cost?

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: The cost does not
matter.

Mr. Clvdesdale: You complain about a few
drives: what about the othar cost?

Mr. Underwood: Why incur costs at allf

The Minister for Agriculture: Why (o any-
thine?

The work is being
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Mr. Undlerwood: Did apvone look after the
member for Camning when he came to this
conntry !

Mr. A, THOMSON: We are dealing with
men who have been induced to come to this
State in order to find emplovment, and it is
the duty of the Governm=nt to carry out all
the funetions in conneetion with the under-
taking to find that employment. It has becn
said that in every hamlet and town there is
a Government representative. In Katanning
the representative is the seeretary of the Road
Board.

Mr. Mann:  And an excellent worker.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T am aware of that.
but I would point out that he has a consider-
able amount of other work 1o do, and he
cannot bLe cxpected to attend to this ad-
ditional duty in a thorough inanner. We should
follow the pructice adopted by the Wilson
Government in 1911, and appoint agents in all
the districts. The neweomers would then have
someone to approach. In Katanning, the offieccr
in clarge of the Lands Department used to
do that work and he was familiar with what
wag required from A to A, In nine cases ont
of ten people go to him to-day, and he sends
them to the road hoard secretary. Look at the
position in Perth to-day. Therc is an officer
in charge of immigration, Mr. Craweour, and
he is an excellent cofficer, too. 1 had the
pleasure of coming out from England in a
steamer which earried a nember of migrants,
all of whom, Ly the way, were an excellent
type. On arrival at Fremantle I had an op-
portunity of secing the manner in which ther
were handled by AMr. Crawcour. He showed
efficiency and was courtesy itself. Te dis-
played a thorough knawledge of the wark he
had to perform and the adviee he gave to a
number of the newvomers was sound. Buog let
me quote what happens in Perth at the present
time—and this is from personal experience. 1
have taken an individual te Ar. Crawcour in
the hepe of finding employment for him, Mr,
Crawcour rings wp the Ugly Men’s Associa-
tion and asks whether a position can he found
for the individnal. That is not what shonld
take place, but it secms to be the pelier of to-
day to shelve our reaponsibility by placing it
on the shoulders of the New Settlers’ League. -
That kind of thing is not fair to the new-
comer. and it is a dangerous principle to fol-
low. Tt is also one of the reasons why men
drift back to the eity—ihere is no one in the

+ ecuntry distriets to asgist or to advise the new

arrivals. Tn my opinion the Government should
carry out every one of the funetions associated
with the finding of cmployment for migrants.

Mr. Mann: What staff de von imagine
wonld he resuired?

Mr. A, THOMSON: XNot a very hig staff.
The Government should have a representative
in every town. He could he given some little
remuncration, and he conld impose a small
fee on finding employment for the individual.

The Colonial Seeretary: What about the
economy eampaign?

Mr. A, THOMSOX: We find very fre-
quently  that newcomers are place? in an
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awkward pesition by being without means. I
know of men who have landed in Katanning
lfrom a steamer without sixpence in their poe-
ets.

AMr. Maun: Every man on leaving a steamer
has at least £3 with him.

AMlr, A, THOMSBON: It way assumed that a
man would get £3 landing money, but there
have been instances of married men having
landed with thut smn of money and having
to eare not only for themsclves, but for their
wives and families. The sum of £3 in such
cases would not go far,

My, Mamn: On landing from a boat they
wonld have a job to go to. -

Mr. A. THOMSON: They have been known
to arrive at their destinations without anyone
to mect them. If we had aceredited agents in
the towns the newcomers could always be met.

The Colonial Secretary: Only in execptional
eases they have not been met.

Mr, A. THOMSON: Who meets them?

The Colonial Seeretary: Officers represent-
ing the New Settlers’ Leagne.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The road board official
whose duty it is to meet the new arrivals has
a pood deal more work to earry out thon he
¢an conveniently do. The new duty of meeting
migrants is thrust upon him and he is ob-
liged to do the work in an honorary capaecity.
How c¢an we expeet an honorary officer to
meet trains at midnight or at 3.30 am.

Capt. Carter: Who forces him to take the
position?

Mr. A, THOMSON: 'The members of the
road board, if you want to know, The people
of the State are under the impression that the
services of the New Settlers’ League are ren-
dered without cost. I say they are not, and
that payment is being made.

Mr. Clydesdale: Who is being paid?

Mr A, THOMSON: ‘The State provides
motor cars and pays cipenses.

Mr, Clydesdale: They are Government ears;
no cxpenses are paid.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Why cannot we em-
plo¥ our own men. The work should be done
by onr own represcntative appointed in each
town and then the newcomers would have
someone te appeal to.

Mr. Clydesdale: Tell us how many drives
there have heen. You arc making a terrible
fuss about it. :

Mr. A. THOMSON: 1 am dealing with a
principle.

The Minister for Mines: I think the mem-
ber for the distriet should be a little more
aetive too.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I wonder what this
House would think if the Government were
to ask for the amthorisation of the expendi-
ture of two or three millions for the construe-
tion of railways and buildings without being
able to submit proper plans and specifica-
tions, We would expect mistakes to occur.

The Colonial Secrctary: There are plans,
and there are specifications.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. A, THOMSON: [ am voicing my own
opinion, and I declare that we were not pre-
pared with cither plans or specifications when
we set out on onr scheme for settling mi-
grants, The result is that mistakes have been
made.  That is admitted. How many of
these mistakes could have been avoided if
proper plans had been laid down? The As-
sociation to which I have the honour to be-
long submitted a proposal to the Government
that albenrd should be appointed composed of
practical men to deal with the subjeet of land
settlement.

The Minister for Agricultnre: Do you say
“'{;‘l practieal men are not now dealing with
it¥

Mr, A, THOMSON: Tt was suggested that
a board of practical men should deal with
the subject.

Hou. P. Collier: Do your assoeiation intend
to do that, because if they do, it is scitled;
the board must be appointed.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you say
the question is not heing dealt with by prae-
tical men?

Mr, A, THOMSON: If the recommenda-
tion of the association had been acted upon
a great many of the mistakes which have
been made would have been avoided. I also
wish to stress the point that any mistakes
whieh have been made are being placed upon
the shoulders of men and women who pro-
bably are not in a position to bear an addi-
tional finaneial burden.

The Minister for Agriculture: Will you
say there are not practical men dealing with
that propesition to-day®

Mr, A, THOMSON: Will the Minister say
that there are no mistakes being made?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will
have an opportunity of addressing himself
to the subjeet later.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T have heard the Min-
ister for Agriculture say, ‘‘Of course we
have made mistakes; we must expect to make
mistakes in sueh a huge scheme ag this.”’” 1f
plans and specifications had been properly
drawn up, many of the mistakes that have
occurred .would probably not have happened.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no scheme, really,
prepared.  The execufive have not been able
to pet any. )

Mr. A, THOMSON: T do not helieve the
hon. member interjecting has been able to
get it cither. He was inquiring for it the
other evening.

Hon. P. Collier: That is quite right. T
agree with Mr, Monger on that subject. We
will have a coalition before long.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: In my opinion, if we
had had a practical man in control of the
scheme, thousands of pounds whieh have been
wasted would have been saved and the set-
tlers relieved of a corresponding burden. I
have heard of a scttler on the Peel estate
being burdened with a charge of £9 per acre
for plonghing and putiing in seed.
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The Minister for Agrieulture: The Peel
estate is not a group settlement.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is boosted as one
of the group scttlements.

The Minister for Mines: T doubt if you
have ever seen the Peel estate.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Has the Minister for
Mines seen it?

The Minister for Mines: I am not criticis-
inygr 1t; you are. -

Mr, A, THOMSON: 1 am eriticising the
prineiple.  Migration is essential to the ad-
vancement of Western  Australia, and the
poliey of group setticmients is also essential,

particularly in  the South-West. If the
proup scttlements  have been properly de-
cipmed, I agree that they must suceeed.

First of all, we must see that the State gets
adequate results for its expenditure. Sec-
ondly, we have to bear in mind that we are
dealing with the lives of men and women.
Unfortunately in portions of my distriet
therc are men who, on the recommendation of
the Government, have spent 10 years of their
lives on land which has not proved produe-
tive. They have had to leave their hold-
ings after 10 years’ Thard work—heart-
hroken, broken in pocket, and, more serious
still, broken in spirit as well. A man may be
given some monectary recompense for wasted
lahour, but he ecannot be given back 10 years
of hig life. TIn connection with our land
settlement, therefore, the first thing is to see
that adequate results are obtained from the
public money cxpended, and the second
thing is to see that the settlers whom we are
plaeing on the land will not be ealled upon
to carry a burden beyond their strength.
That is the position ag regards the Industries
Assistance Board. There are men on the
hoard who have for ycars been receiving
sustenanee from the Government, with the re-
sult that the eharges for sustenanee bave
piled up until to-day it is impossible for
those men to make a living. 1n all earnest-
ness I commend to the House and to Cabinet
the suggestion that a beard of practical men
he appointed in this conneetion. [ will show
the House directly where, in my opinion,
the Government have been lacking in their
duty. I will quete a speech by the Premier
from ‘‘Hansard,’”’ and I will guote letters
T have reeeived from the departments, clearly
proving that there is no plan, and that there
is not that co-ordination we are entitled to
look for from the Public Service.
Hon. P. Collier: You will be classified with
Beanfort-street if vou don’t look out.
Capt, Carter: He is tending that way.
Mr. MeCallum: According to the *“ West
Australian,”’ he is a traducer of the State.
He said we had some land that is not good.
Mr. A, THOMSON: Unfortunately it is
true. Now to deal with the complaints as to
the type of owr migrants. Australin House
is mot perfect. | went there and was shown
the whole system, and T am bound to say that
it is as nearly perfect as it is possible to make
it. Men and women are medically examined by
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the local physicians. Unfortunately it seems
thut some of the local physicians have not
delivered the woeds, but, on the covnlrary,
have issucd false certificates. In Major
Motris we have an expert physician at Aus-
tralia House, and he has the right to call
upon any intending migrant to be examined
by him. On the boat en which 1 returned
I' saw several migrants prevented from pro-
ceeding. ‘There is 2 double examination; but,
unfortunately, there have been cases of im-
personation or demmying. A thing T regret
to say in connection with the British Empire
is that Major Morris informed me that large
rumbers of the men and women who came
tefore him for examination were suffering
from mal-nutrition. 1 de know that a few
werks on the boat effected an absolute trans-
formation in many of the passengers, cspeei-
ally the children. We have problems te deal
with, A member of the Overseas Delegation,
Mr. Wignall, the Labour representative, said
in a speech that he had heen told there were
R0 per cent. of successes under the scheme,
He added that he was mostly concerned about
the 20 per cent. of failures. T agree with
the member for Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson)
that perhaps too mueh attention is being paid
to what may be termed prospeetive farm
labourers. If we had an adequate board
of practical men controlling the scheme, pre-
parations would have heen made to deal with
men possessed of small capital, who would be
able to go on to group settlements without
requiring sustenance, but only supervision
and instruetion as to how to work under Aus-
tralian conditions. Such settlers would be
able to pay for their properties wnder the
extended terms allowed by the Agricultural
Bank. Tt was reported to me—and T think
the Premier was the gentleman who made the
statement—that inquiry had beén made of
the Government whether we in Western Aus-
tralin eguld place 1,000 naval and army ofh-
cers, whose average ecapital was £1,000 and
who had average pensions of £100 to £150.
Tf that statement iz correct—and I make it
helieving it to be so—there was n eapital of
one million pounds nffernd to this State, and
we eould not avail ourselves of it because we
kad no practical scheme prepared for dealing
with setilers of that fine type, who therefore
were lost to the State.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you be-
lieve the statement was made?

Mr, A, TITOMSOX: T believe it was made.

The Minister for Apgriculture: By the
Premier?

Mr. A. THOMSON: By the Premier, and
I regret that the hon. gentlemai is not in hisg
place to-night,

The Minister for Agrienlture: So do L

Mr. A, THOMSBOX: Will the Minister in-
form this House whether any provision has
been made to deal with men possessed of a
little eapital, to place such settlers under the
instruction of men who can advise them what
to do? If there is such provision, I have no
knowledge of it. I have questioned the Gov-
ernment ¢n the point, but in vain. After
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all, the Premicr is only huwman. 1 give him
every credit for doing his best, but he cannot
do impossibilities.

The Minister for Agriculture: Your state-
ment as to the 1,000 officers is nongense, and
an absolute lie,

Mr. A. THOMSBON: 1 congratulate the
Deputy Premier on the tome of his interjee-
tions.

The Minister for Agriculture: You will
get it directly.

Mr. A, THOMSON: 1 shall not recipro-
cate.

The Minister for Agriculture: I would not
expect it of you.

Hon. P, Collier: You two will have to call
in the executive to adjust this.

Mr. A, THOMBON: 1 say a practical
board should be appeinted.

Mr. Mann: There is a practieal board.

My, A, THOMSON: The hon, member
interjecting should talk about what he under-
stands, He probably knows something about
the New Settlers’ League, but he does not
vnderstand land settlement. Now I wish to
quote from a specch made by the Premier in
this House last year. He said—

Tn 1921 Britain imported raising and
emrrants aggregating £169,000, which re-
presents five times the total production of
Anustralia. Australian currants are most
fashionable in London at the present time.
Vine growing takes but a very little while
to learn, and T propose that we shall in-
erease our vine produetion by putting in
straight away 10,000 acres ofsvines. I
would like to see the area” of vines much
meater than that. It is estimated that last
year vine production gnve employment to
3,10 people, and if we increase our acre-
age to the extent I indicate, it will mean
more employment still. I believe that we
ean possibly put as many acres under vines
a¢ they have in France. A vinceyard is a
cheaply made holding, and produees a good
return.

T would like the Minister for Agrieulture to
state how many acres of land have heen put
under vines,

The Minister for Agricolture: We bave
given some evidence of activity,

Mr. A. THOMSON: So far as [ am aware,
the Government have done absolutely nothing
as regards viticulture. When the Premier
returned, he appealed to the people to assist
the {iovernment in every way to advance set-
tlement,  We have in Katanning practieal
nen who, at their own expense, went through
the district and put wp a recommendation
to the loeal vigilance committee that in their
opinion vitieulture could be successfully ear-
ried on in the Katanning district.

Mr. Johnston: That has been proved.

Mr. A, THOMSON: It has been proved by
the fact that for vears past the Trimming
Brothers, who have six acres of vineyard
within a few miles of Katanning, have heen
supplring the Katanning district and other
portions of the Great Southern with the most
satisfaetory curranis. Tf we had bhad a board

womposed of practical men we should have t
day along the Great Southern, group settl
nients dealing with vitieulture. Reeommend:
tions went to the Government from Pingell,
Williams, Narrogin, Wagin, and Katannin
pointing out that there was to be had dow
there at £2 per acre land on which vineyar(
could he suecesafully established. Yet tl
Government have persisted in their poliey ¢
putting men inte the Swan distriet, whe
the capital cost is £60 per aere. Those me
conld have been thoroughly established in $t
Katanning district at £20 an acre.

Mr. Tohnston: Or less.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Yes, or even les
Mine is n conservative estimate. There a
other places besides the South-West whic
shonld be developed. T want to see the Soutl
West grow and expand, but T want also |
sce the North-West develop, and more ths
all, T am convinced that we ought to be ge
ting the best return for the money expende
When, over 12 months ago, I returned to tl
State, I took several gentlemen in to see tl
Premier, who informed them that if the
took their wives and children with them 1
would put them on a gronp settlement d
signed -for vitieulture. Yet we have not
group settlement for viticulture to-day. Tl
Government have not carried out the promi
which the Premier made 12 months ago.
will read correspondence showing how il
watter has been dealt with. T admit that tl
Government purchased the Buckland estal
subdivided it aad then said, *‘If vyou a
prepared to go on, you will find this lar
suited for viticuiture.’’ That is all they di
The great bulk of the men who are lookir
for opportunities to settle in Australia—e
military and naval officers with no experien
of land settlement—are going to Vietoria
a private company, and taking up 15 aer
which will cost them between £2,000 ar
£3.000, Tn Western Australin we could gif
them 100 acres and establish them for le
than £1,000. The figures queted by the mer
ber for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse) showed th
we eould furnish them with lhomes, with
acres of vines, and give them 100 acres, £
£750. 7Yet we have negelected this gold
opportunity to get men with capital. TI
Premier realises the necessity for gettia
sueh men, but he has too much to do. If »
had had a board composed of praetical mi
we shonld have group seitlements along ¢
Great  Southern to-day.  Such  settlemer
would give quicker results and bhe far mo
economical than the groups cstablished el
where. T do not wish to stop group sett]
ments in the South-West, but viticultu
ought to be part and parcel of the schem
On the 26th February T sent te the Minist
for Lands, as Premier, this letter— =

Herewith find letter and report which
have received from the Katanning vigilan
committee. Mr., Trimming is well knov

to vou, T suppose, by repute as the one w

ia preducing first class sultanas and cuv

rants in the Woodanilling district, and b

recommendation would he worthy of co
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sideration.  As you know, I am very keenly
interested in the establishment of viticul-
ture groups, and I would be eased if you
woull have your oflicers inspect this pro-
perty, which has the hall mark of Mr.
Trinming s opinion wpon it, with a view
fo establishing n viticulture group in this
portion of the Great Southern.
On fith March I wrote as follows—

On February 26th [ forwarded to you a
copy of a letter and report which I had
received from the Katanning vigilance com-
mittee and I requested you, if possible, to
have your officers inspect this property with
a view to haviag a viticnliore group estab-
lished in this district. As the vitieulture
committee meets fortnightly, T weuld be
extremely grateful if you could let me
have a reply before next Monday, March
12th, se that i could put the matter before
the commiitee, which is composed of gentle-
men very keenly interested in the develop-
ment of this State.

On 13th March I again wrote, this time to
the Under Secretary for Lands—

On February 26th I forwarded for the
congideration of the Premier a report and
reconunendation from the Katacning vigil-
ance committee, who strongly recommend
that a property in the district is eminently
suitahle for the establishment of viticulture
groups in this distriet. It hias the backing
of Mr. Trimming, who personally inspected
the property and bas, by his own opera-
tions, proved that sultanas and currants
can be grown profitably in these districts.
They strongly recommended the purchase,
and as othera may be after the property 1
and the eommittee would like to have it in-
insperted by your department as soon as pos-
sible, and if a favourable dcecision iz come
te, no time must be lost so as to ensure
Manting to be done this year. Mr. Shap-
cott advised me that the matter had been
referred to you, and T would be extremely
grateful if you would expedite the inspec-
tion of this property.

Then T came to Terth and interviewed Mr,
Morris. He said the matter had been referred
to the Lands Purchase Board. After he in-
formed me of this, I rececived a letter stating
that they did not propose to do anything.
On 29th March I wrote to Mr, Morrig as fol-
lows:—

Following on our intcrview on Friday the
23rd, when vou promised that you would
refer E. L. Holly’s land at Katanning to
the Lands Purchase Board to be inspected
with a vicw to viticulture. This I duly re-
ported to the Katanning vigilance commit-
tee which met on Mounday night, and you
<an imagine my astonishment to receive the
following, No. 4075/18, over Mr. O’Dell’s
signature. This places me in a very humi-
liated position after my interview. Am
[ to understand this is the decigion of the
Premier after my interview with vou?
Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Premier cannot

override the Lands Purchase Board.
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Mr. A, THOMSOXN : But the board «id not
even inspect the property. T interviewed Mr.
Morris, and on the 20th April I wrote Lim as
tollows—

On the 13th April letter No, 1437/18
was forwarded to me by Mr. O Dell, stuting,
in reference to Mr, E. L. Holly's lawl, it
had been decided to submit the matter to
the viticulture experts’ hoard. As to-day
is the 20th, am I rushing things too much
by asking whether it has reached the hoard
and if it is their intention to make an in.
spection.  If so, would it be unreasonable
tor me to ask that I be advised when they
come to Katanning so that arcangrments
cauld be made to take them out to inspeet
Mr. Trimming’s property, and, if possible,
get Mr. Trinnning to accompany then., not
with the view of forcing his opinions upon
them, but to give his reasons to them on
the spot ns to why he contends this pre-
perty, from o viticolture point of view,
would hLe an exeellent proposition for the
Government to acquire at a _priee, of course,
to e Aecided. T would he extremely grate-
ful to hear from you in the matter.

On the 27th April T reecived from Mr, ' Dell
the following letter—

With reference to your letter of the
20th instant, on the subject of the [and
offered by Mr. E. L. Holly, T beg o in-
form you that T have not yet been able to
eall together a meeting of the vitieultural
vxperts’ board, but as soon as I have, the
necessary action will be taken.

The matter went on till the 28nd June. [
do not wish to east any reflection on the Pre-
mier, for he cannot do the impossible.

Mr  Johnston: He is trying to do too
mueh,
Mr. AL THOMSOXN: That is so. T give

him every credit for his desire for progress.
COn the 22nd June T received the following
letter from the Under Secretary for Lands:—
With refercnce to previous correspond-
ence on the subject of the land offered by
Mr. E. L. Holly, T beg to inform you that,
before the Lands Purchase Board would
make any recommendation concerning this
land, it is desired that certain informatien
should be obtained from the Agricultural
Department in regard to such matters as
riehness in sugar of grapes for drving in
the Katanning distriet, as compared with
the prapes grown on the Swan or the Avon,
and the susceptihility of the currant and
sultana grape vines to fungoid diseases;
also regardmg spring frost. Tt will be im-
possible to supply this information hefore
the next seasom, and I therefore regret be-
ing unnble to do anything further ir the
meantime.
Twelve months agoe the Promier said he was
going to plant 10,000 acres of vines. The
people of Katanning spent their time and
went around in motor cars to supply him with
information for his assistance. He had ap-
pealed for that help, hot between the 26th
February and ithe 26th June nothing was
flnne nnd it was then teo late to do anxthing.
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That is the reason the committee were so
alive to the position. We wanted the land
inspected and planted with vines this year.
1 leave the position at that. To show that
we have a live eommittee in Katanning 1
wounld inform members that already two
gentlomen have heen down there. T am hope-
ful that we shall be able to arrange locally
for the business to be done indepcndently of
the Government. I have here the report of
these gentlemen. They state—

We first visited the vineyard of Mr. A. C.
Masters, ai Wagin, whose vines in spite of
lack of skilled attention and necessary ¢ul-
tivation were looking well and had pro-
dueed fruit—samples of which we saw—
which compared favourably with that of
the Swan, both in quality and quantity.

The land in thie area is of a little too lighta

compusition, gencrally speaking, to warrant
planting large areas when compared with
¢limatie conditions. We believe that Mr.
Masters would derive considerably more
kenefit hy the applieation of more suitable
manures and better eunltivation,
Tire department want to find ont whether the
fruit grown in the Katanning distrigt is suit-
ahle. It has been proved by practical demon-
stratton that Trimming Bros'. raisins and
currants are the hest in Western Australia.
Tt we had a board of practical men they
vonld have gone down to see the property
for themselves. Twelve months have now
been lost, This means a very serious loss to
the State. Here was an opportunity of
settling men in  the vitieultural indvstry;
men who would be useful citizens and who
eonld have been settled more cheaply than is
now being {done in other directions. The re-
port continues—

We next saw the vineyard of Messrs.
Trimming Bros.,, Woodanilling, The soil
here is exceptionally good, both surface and
subsoil, and remarkably well suited to viti-
culture. The vines herc looked exccption-
ally well, having received much more skil-
ful attention. Nevertheless, we believe that
vines planted nnder someswhat similar con-
Aitions, an veceiving better attention dur-
ing the first three years, wonll show a de-
cided improvement, Beveral large areas
around this district impressed us with the
possibility in currant and sultana growing.
The samples of dried fruit we saw were
mostly equal to any we have seen produced
in other parts of the State, both in quality
and quantity per acre. Mr. M. Trimmings
kindly gave us rough estimates and returns
of his vineyard which showed us that the
return per acre in comparison with the
““averhead '’ charge would enable a similar
enterprise to be run- on considerably more
profitable lines than arc wsual in other
parts of the State, thus also enabling a
larger area to be planted on an equal
amount of capital.

The Minister for Mines:
rerort?

Mr. A. THOMSON: The two gentlemen
who are at present nogotiating with the own-

Who made the
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ers of the property which the Katauning com-
wittee  recommended to the Government.
These  gentlomen propose to subdivide it
They are going to plant a eertain number of
vines themselves, and they consider they can
get 30 or 40 men with a small amount of
capital to form a co-operative undertaking.

Mr. Davies: The growers cannot sell their
last year’s fruit.

Mr. A. THOMSON: A newspaper report
S4y8—

The raisit is a eomparatively new factor
in the Ameriean cxport trade. It was only
in 1808 that the quantity exported was of
sufficient importance to ohtain a place in
the export records of the Government, and
the total exports of that vear nmounted
to only 3,000,000 Ibs, advancing to
5,500,000 in 1908, 56,000,000 in 1818, and
110,000,000 in 1919. Great Britain is the
largest single buyer of Ameriean raisins,
the total American exports to that country
in 1922 haviog been 44,000,000 lbs,
mgainst only 5,000,000 in 1921. Canada
ranks aext to Great Britain in the takings
of American raising in 1922, her totnl For
that year being 29,000,000 Ibs. Japan
has guddenly developed a taste for Ameri-
can raisins, exports to that country in 1922
totalling something over 4,000,000 lbs,
as against 2,000,0C0 in the preceding year.
All the world seems to have developed a
taste for American raisins

Clompared with the American produnction the
Australian output beenmes anmpartively in-
significant. In 1919-20 the total cxport of
raising from the Commonwealth wuas under
9,000,000 1bs., and was worth £359,000. The
export from Western Australin in 1920.21
wius under 100,000 Ibs, valued at a little
less than £3,000. Here we have an excellent
opportenity for cleser settlement, and of
placing on the land the type of men to
which I have referred. These are men with
a limited capital of £1,000 and their pen-
sions, Tf the Government would establish
these groups T guarantee we conld get men
who would be only too glad of the oppor-
tunity to settle on the land.

Mr. Johnsten: And who wonld net ask for
assistance.

Mr. A. THOMSON: No.

Mr. Mann: A lot of seldiers have already
been settled. .

Mr. A, THOMSON: T have shown the
enormons trade that has been dene in the
Md Country with Amcrican raisins. We
should deal with the matter systematically.

Mr. Mann: We have to consider freights.

Mr, A. THOMSON: Do we censider
freights when we are dealing with our wool,
wheat and other exportable commodities?
We have to compete with American anid
Canadian wheats. Surely we can compete
with other American products. I hope we
shall at somn futuro dats have an inter-Em-
pite trade, which will give a eertain amount
of preference to our own men, The duty
devolves not only upon Weatern Australia
and the CCommonwealth but upon the Home
land, to share portion of the burden with



[8 AveusT, 1923,]

us, 1 feel sure the authorities there would
do so cheerfully. Acecording to a statement
made on the public platform recently 400,000
people are leaving Great Hritain every year
because there is no room for them. There
is plenty of reom in Western Australia. 1
hope the Government will take gome notice of
the matter and that the Premier will make
an honest endeavour to carry out the pledge
he made Iast session. The member for Tood-
yay {(Mr. Piesre) touched on the matter
lightly, hat it i3 one that affeets me consider-
ably. 1 put up the proposal in my own dis-
trict.  The member for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs)
knows that currants and sultanas can he
grown in these districts and the Governmient
kaow it teo, but have done nothing. Tt ig
criminal that such a splendid opportunity of
settling people on the land should have been
allowed to slip. We could have had a num-
ber of people with limited capital settled,
but for the delay of the Government.

Hou, 1, Collicr: That is the product of the
coalition.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Tt is the produet of
ane wan attempting to do too much. No
definite scheme for expansion has been laid
down so that we can deal with all branches
of land scttlement. The only hope we have
in Western Australia of developing the coun-
try is by land settlement, Surely we are not
going to put all our eggs in one basket.

Hon, P. Collier: What ean you do when
you have all the brains in onc head?

Mr. A, THOMSOX: Tf the Leader of the
QOpperition bad had this proposal, that was
made by the Vigilance Committee, put up to
him, he would have attempted to do some-

thing.
Hon, P. Collier: Yes, T would have done
something.
Mr, Johnstun: The inferente is obvious.
Hon. P. Collier: The Press docs not en-

courage the other Ministers.
crated from the map,

Mr. O’Loghlen: That part of the State
had a Minister of its own.

Mr, A. THOMSOXN: [ will now quote from
the rejort of the Agent General:—

[ obtained a report from a broker who
has handled a considerahle quantity this
last yvear of Australian and West Austra-
jinu dried fruit, and for the informatida
of the people concerned in the trade, 1
append the following extraect:—

Currants.—Western Aucstralia seems to
be the only Australian State whiech pro-
duees a very large currant with a rich
bloom, and these sell here at faney
prices, particularly om account of the
faet that there are usnally a very small
yuantity available, and are much soupht
after by high-class grocery people. We
had this year roughly 300 boxes of this
elass of currant from Western Awstralia
which came over as 4-crown, and they
brought approximately six to seven ghil-
lings more per cwt. than the next grade,
viz., 3-crown,

They are oblit-
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Currants, of whatever grade, should be de-
finitely kept separate as regards sizes. For
some trades in this country a very smali
currant ie required, particularly for con-
fectignery purposes, swhilst the larger and
bold currants are used more for ordinary
grocery trades.
The report also deals with raisins and other
dried fruits. The Agent Ceneral says cm-
phatically :—

There is ample room for the Western
Australian produet and that we are the
only State i Australin turning out first-
clnss currants.

He iudicates that our currants are better and
bring bLigger prices than those from any part
of Australia.

Mr. Clydesdale: The price at present does
not give a living to those who arc working on
tho Swan.

Mr. A. THOMSOX: Those estates are over-
capitalised,

AMr. Clvdesdale: That is not the position.

Alr. A, THOMSON: The people cannot
make a living because of that.

Mr. Clydesdale: The price is too low.

Mr. Davies: The price is all right, hut
there is no market.

Mr. A, THOMSON : It should he part and
parcel of the immigration scheme to find
markets for those who are settied on the land.
Nothing has been attempted in that direction.
We know what has happened to the apple
growers, Quite a number have had to make
up a deficit after growing and prading
and packing their fruit and sending it to the
Old Country. Will any member on the Gov-
crument side of the House say that we shouold
ccase growing fruit because of that fact?
The same thing applies to currants and
raising, The more we produce the better can
we orgranise, and the hetter can our fruit be
piacked aud graded and the easicr can it be
plascd on the world 's markets at & good price,
When I was last in London, I noticed a case of
apples exposed for sale in the street. Being
interested in our orchards, | spoke to the shop-
keeper who eame out. I remarked on the fruit
heing Western Australian apples and I was
pleased to receive the reply, ‘F Yes, governor,
they are the best on the market.”” [ told the
man that [ was very pleased to hear him say
that, because, atthough T was not a buyer, 1
came from Western Australia, [ told him that
T knew the grower, an orchardist, named
Thomas, who has a property in  the
Albany electorate. When [ told the
shopkeeper that I knew the grower, he
said, ‘“You ean tell him from me that
when there is a shortage of fruit on the
Londen market and his apples are for sale, L
am always willing to give a shilling or half-a-
crown more for his apples than for any others
because I know they are alwayg true ta pack-
ing.”’ That is a lesson we can learn in West-
ern Australia gencrally. If we could only get
our growers to go in for good types of fruit
and grow the fruit in sufficicnat quantities, we
conld organise the export business on a proper
hasis, earry out proper packing and grading,
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and our fruit could then be firmly established
on the London market. 1f we can achieve
that eond, we will assurediy retain our
buyers,

Hon, W. €. Angwin: What about those
fishermen you were going to bring out and
who were to earn £10 or £12 a week out here,

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: T wili deal with that
question later.

Hon., W. €. Angwin: I saw something nbout
it in the papers,

Mr, A, THOMSON: The hon, member will
agree that there iz an ample market in Wost-
crn Australia for dried or smoked fish,

Mr. O’Loghlen: And n great export trade,
too.

Mr. A, THOMSBON: At the Cape, some 60
tons of fillet were placed on hoard the steam-
er by which [ returned to Western Awstralia
from the ¢ld country,

The Minister for Mines: What id that
brother Scotsman of vours say about the fish-
ing industry?

Mr. A, THOMSON: I do not eare about
that. In any case, that man was not here
long enough to judge.

The Minister for Mines: He was a heantiful
liar, that is what T think about him.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. A THOMSON: A man who has cool
storage farcilities at Albany asked me how the
scheme regarding fishermen was progressing.
He told me that he was landing, within a few
days, 200 tons of smoked fillet from South
Africa. When such things happen, the Govern-
ment should take steps to encouwrage this in-
dustry. There is unlimited secope for work in
that direction.

The Minister for Mines: And yet you are
moving against the State trading concerns!

Member: That s a hard one to put over

you!
y Mr. A, THOMSON: T ask the Government
what steps they have taken since the launching
of the migration scheme, to bring in fishermen
to this State. There are many possibilities
ahead of that industry here.

The Minister for Mines: Where would you
place the fishermen after vou brought them
here?

Mr. Mann: Tn New South Wales the Gov-
crument are selling their trawlers.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The member for Perth
(AMr. Maun) should not make that statement.
The New South Wales Government gold the
trawlers because the trawling business was a
State enterprise and, in addition to thati, the
State trawlers were over-capitalised,

Fon. P. Collier: They have an honest Gov-
ernment who do not belirve in State enter-
prises, and sold some of the concerns, Tere
we have a Government elected hecause they
were opposed to State enterprises and yet they
are keeping them going,

The Minister for Mines: We had a trawler
and we were carrying out investigations to
ascertain what the possibilities ahcad of the
fishing industry were on our ¢oast before pro-
ceeding further along those lines.
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Hon. P. Collier: The Government were
elected in opposition to State enterprives and
yet they were going to develop them!

Mr. A, THOMSBON: Provided we are ready
at this end, we ean get plenty of men with
eapital from the old country. We want prae-
tical men on the hoard T have advocated, who
will be able to deal with all phases of agri-
eulture. By means of such an appointment, we
would avoid the mistakes that are now being
made. _

Hon. P. Collier: D16 not veu think the board
should he selected by the Primary Producers’
Association? .

Mr., A, THOMSBON: Tf the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association were to seleet the mem-
bers of the board, there would not he the
trouble that is apparent now. I do not wish
to debar any man from coming to Western
Australin if he is lealthy and willing to
work.

Hon, P, Collier: You are over-grenerouns!

Mr. A, THOMSOX: [ wonder if the hon.
wember and his foHowers are sincere when
they say they arc strongly in favour of nigra-
tion. If one ean judge from his remarks——

Hon. P. Collicr:  You throw open your
arms ready to receive them! Yon are too
gencrous!

Mr. A, THOMSON : When T was in London,
T painted Western Australia in the coleurs as
T know them.

Hon, P, Coltier: Drab, T suppose.

Mr, A, THOMSON: T told the truth about
the State. It is not necessary to telf the
peopie of England any more than the truth.
T told them that if they were willing to work,
there was ample scope for them here.

Hon. P. Collier: Ts it not good to tell the
truth when you speak about sther things he-
sides State concerns?

Mr. A. THOMSON: There are facilities
here ready for people who are willing to
work,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You were going to
tell ns about those fishermen.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I want te emphasise
the fact that in dealing with production,
what we want in Western Australin is
profitable production. It is no use growing
fodder or other things that cannot be sold,
We have 2 market for butter and other
products, but the wain thing we have to
hear in mind is that we must aim at produe-
tion for export. Unless we do that, it will
cost the State a congiderabic sum of money.
I congider that the finding of markets is a
very fimportant matter, and I intend to
stress that at the risk of wearying the
House, After all we are speaking to those
beyond the House—if only we can get our
remarks published. Tn the eourse of his
report the Agent-General, dealing witbh the
question of markets and trade within the
Empire, said—

Tt i3 very pleasant fo be able to record
the fact that there is a decided growth
of public epinion who appreciate to the
full the value of Dominion trade. T can-
not exemplify this better than by quoting
the utterances of two Ministers, namely,
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the Rt. Hon. L. 8. Amery, First Lord of

the Admiralty, and Sir William Joynson-

Hicks, Parliamentary Secretary of the

Overseas Trade Department. Mr. Amery

said that the British Empire Union had

done yeoman service in preaching, ‘in
times of no little difficulty, sound econ-
vmics and practical commonsense agafust
doetrines which would mean the ruin of
the whole fabric of our industry and dis-
asier above all for those whom those
doctrines were professed to help. This
island was the heart and core of a mightyv

Emyire, and if they lifted their eyes and

saw the immense possibilities before them,

e held that no matter what Qifticuities

econfronted them at the present moment

a0 Englishman had a right te he anything
hot an optimist. Mr. Clynes said the
other dax in the House of Commons:

“IWhat is the use of talking about Em-

pire trade wheo the Dominions have only

gut o population of 13,000,000, whereas

the population of Furope is 300,000,000,

and how ecan the trade of 15,000,000 make

up for what we are losing in the trade of
300,000,0002°°  From our point of view
what mattered was not how many millions
of people were willing to buy our goods,
but how much of our goods they were
willing to buy. In the last year hefore
the war the whole of Europe bought from
us £132.,000,000 worth of goods, while the

British Empire bought £195,000,000 worth.

The United States, Germany, and Russia,

with 330,000,000 of people, bought{ from

us in 1913 £88,000,000 worth of goods, but
the Dominions, with 15,000,000 population,
hought £91,000,000 worth from us.

Mr. Davies: The small population of the
Dominions bought more from England than
the great population of Europe.

Hen. W, € Angwin: Their principal mar-
ket was India.

Mr, Davies: The Auwstralian purchasing
power 13 so mueh higher than elsewhere.
Mr., A, THOMSON: Continuing,

Apent General said—
That meant that the 330,000,000 of popu-
lation bought from us on an average 9s.
worth per head, while the Dominions
bought £5 worth per head. That was why
the Empire trade was important.
I believe the people at Home are looking
for Empire trade.

Mr. Lambert: Not they.
for it if it is cconomical.

Mr. A. THOMSOX: 1 disagree with the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert), I
consider that those in authority, and they
are those who set the ball rolling

Mr. Lambert: Are thev? That is where
You are wrong.

Mr, A, THOMSON: At any rate, it is only
by propaganda, and whut may be termed
““peaceful pepetration,’’ that we will be
able to encourage all concerned to purchase
gonds within the Empire. Tt is for this
reazon that T think Britain should help us
more in this immigration scheme than she
is doing.

the

They only look

Mr. Wilsou: Britain is importing marble
frem Germauy for the purpose of placing
hendstones on the graves of our fallen

soldicrs!

Mr. Lambert: And everything else they
cin purchase by proeuring it in a cheaper
market.

Alr, A, THOMSON: There are some peopie
like thar, and we have them in \Western
Australia, They would far sooner pay extra
for hoots, for instance, brought from the
Eastern States than they would purchase a
similar article manufactured locally. YWhat
better example of that can we have than
the City Council in dealing with the local
cement company, That cement passed the
whole of the requirements of the test, and
yet the City Couneil purchased +imported
cement, .

Mr. Lambert : We can alwavs excuse
hbumbles.

The Minister for Works: The Government
are uging loeal rement for our water works.

Mr. Wilson: It is the patriots who do not
use the local article!

Mr. A, THOMSON: There are those who
sav that people should not leave Great
Britain, but from what I saw when I was
there, I feit many times that T wished we
coull place many of them ion this sumny
land of ours. We could not get better citi-
zens than those to be found within the
British Empire. If we are to advocats
Empire preference, the importance of this
could be most foreibly brought home to the
people of Great Britain if they were brought
here and made to bear a share in our
problems. That would help to make the
Mother Land nnderstand that we forn part
and parcel of the British Empire,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 2.30 pm.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Before tea T was
dealing  with the migration scheme and 1
peinted ont how essential it was for the new
settlers to engage in the produetion of these
commodities we car sell, partieularly in over-
seas markets.

The Premier: Do not you want to feed
aur own peonde?

Mr. A, THOMSON: There is a loeal mar-
ket for a considerable quantity of produce.
T congrotulate the Premier on his desire to
supply our local requirements.

The Minister for Agriculture: Why con-
gratulate the Premier mnow, after having
¢alled him a liar?

Mr. A. THOMSON: T hope T am foo much
of a gentleman to call the Premier a liar.

_ The Premier: Tf vou d4id, you are onc.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T congratulate the
Government on the paragraph in the Gover-
nor's Speech which read—

The importance of immediate production
of ocur own fool requirements is recognised,
and special efforts will continue to be
directed to this end.  Dairving shows a
marked advance, and new factories are be-
ing estahlished nt Ravensthorpe, Manjimup,
and RKatanning,
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Though I represent Katanning, I was not pre-
vicusly aware that the Government _claimed
credit for the establishment of a buiter fae-
tory at Katanning.

The Premier: We did not claim eredit for
it.

AMr, A. THOMSON: Well, that is how it
appeared in the Speech. The next question
on which I wish to touch is that of finance.
We have reason to congratulate ourselves
that the deficit of the past year was £326,784
less than in the previous year. Unfortunately,
however, the deficit for the month of July
somewhat discounted the good results shown
for the finanegial year.

Hon. P. Collier: That was done by the
simple process of holding over the payment
of debts. -

Mr. A. THOMSON: That method has heen
adopted by previeus Governments,

Hon. P. Collier: Ob, no!

Mr. Richardson: Anyhow, the result of the
year’s operations is better than that of the
previous year.

Mr, A, THOMSON: That is so.
The Minister for Agriculture; Be as fair
As you can.

Mr, A, THOMSON: I certainly do unot
think the Minister can be fair, During the
recess members of the Opposition offered
some caustie eriticism of the finances. The
Leader of the Opposition addressed a publie
meeting at Bunbury. I have a copy of his
specch showing he endeavoured to prove that
the finanees of the State were much worse
now than when the Labour Government were
in power, We must admit the correctness of
that statement. When the Labour Govern-
ment were in power, the present Premier and
others then sitting in opposition urged that
the State required men of business acumen
and ability to manage affairs.

The Minister for Agrienlture:
get you; that is the trouble.

Mr, A. THOMSON: We must concede that
the Government have been confronted with
extraordinary conditions,

Hon. P. Coliier: l‘ﬂtraordm’lry men and
extraordinary conditions.

Alr, A, THOMSON: The wmembhers for
Hamnans (Mr. Munsie) and Cue (Mr., Ches-
son) spoke at Katanning, and the member
for EKalgoorlie (Mr. Cunningham) spoke at
Tambellup and Albany, and they pointed out
how the deficit had increased sinee the pre-
sent Administration took office. Last night
we were asked to be fair. I want to be fair
to both sides. The members of the Opposi-
tion have not been altogether fair, Two years
ago I moved that eertain reductions be made
to the Istimnates, and I regret to say that T
was not suceessful in getting even a seconder.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is what
James Gardiner told you down the street and
you came here and did it.

Mr. Underwood: The Country Party do
not seem to be agreeing too well,

Mr. A, THOMSON: I made an honest
endeavour to impress upon the Homnse the
necessity for economy. We have heen told

We did not
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that durivg the past 12 months various
economics have bLeen effected. I venture to
assert that if the House had zdopted my sug-
gestion fwo years ago, we would have had a
much smaller deficit, not only last year but
in the year hefore. The Opposition should
remember that they had an opportunity to
support a measure of economy and did not
aceept it.

Hon, P. Collier:
one white man!

Mr, A, THOMSON: ILast session the Pre-
mier, in dealing with interest and sinking
fund charges, is reported in ‘‘MHansard,’’
page 102, as having said—

The hon. member is incorrect, because
this is not o gencral sinking fomd but a
sinking fund specially applied to each loan,
T admit that the Sgate iz so much betfer
off, beeause the taxpayers have been pay-
ing more than they should. 1 do not know
that the sinking fund is of any advantage
to us in Londoen, Our sinking fund at
the 30th June, 1921, amounted to £7,641,-
564, and at the 30th June of this year it
stood at £8,370,160. The increase for the
year was £132 396 A loan was raised
for the purchase of ‘the Great Southern
railway amounting to £1,100,000, It was
issued for a term of 40 years with a sink-
ing fund contribution of 115 per cent,
This provides a fair .illustration of what
may happen with regard to other sinking
funds. The annual contribution is £16,500
and this, invested at an average of 3% per
cent—not at current rates—would produce
the total amount of the debt in 35 years
without disecounts. Yet, in the first place,
we undertook to contribute sinking fund
for a period of 40 years, so that we pro-
vided for a term of five years longer than
wag necessary when we set out to gather
in the amount required to redeem this loan.

Referring to the Coolgardie water scheme
loam he said—

When this debt is paid and the fund
is wound up we shall have, so far as 1
can sce, a considerable sum, amounting
to many thousands of pounds, over
and above the £2,500,000 borrowed.

For years we have heen wrltmg to
London endeavouring to get an abatement
of this sinking fund, but we have always
met with refusal. . .. Members will realise
that the ingquiry resolved itsclf into a very
simple ome, because it became a matter for
the actvary. The actuary is working on it
now, and I hope that the result of his in-
vestigations will be satisfaetory to this
State.
Last year T asked the Premier whether, in
view of possible increased flotations, he would
consider the advisableness of altering the
present methods pertaining to our sinking
fund. A statement has been made that we
are paying our way if we take into considera-
tion the enormwmous amount of money heing
raised for sinking fund, We have assets
of considerable value, Our railways stand
at approximately 19 million pounds. Then

-

Forty-nine Ishmaels and
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we have our harbour works and water sup-
plies.  The Premier told vs the other night
that 61 per cent. of the money raised recently
had Dheen loaned for agricultural developmuent
and that interest is being paid on the whole
of that money.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Is that correct?

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: I have no desire to
disbelieve the statement of the Premier,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Does it include the pur-

chase of estates?
Mr. A. THOMSOXN: The Premier was
speaking of agricuitural development. Tak-

ing into consideration the fact that other
Stiates are raising money without making
provision for o sinking fund, it seems to me
that by continuing the course we have adopted
in this State for so long, we are putting on
the people of Western Australia an unneces-
sary hurden, The present mcthod of pro-
viding a sinking fund should be altered. I
do wnot claim to be an expert in finance, but
T do say that if I, as a private individual,
went to my banker to horrow £1,000 and
undertook to provide for a sinking fund and
then went to someone else to borrow the
money with which to provide that sinking
fund, I would be doing semething which
could not by any means be considered sound
finance.

Mr. Angelo: The Premier told us that he
was acting on the advice of London finan-
ciers.

The Minister for Agrieulture: He is com-
plying with the provisions of the Act.

Mr, A, THOMSON: If we go on the mar-
ket and purchase stock at a considerable dis-
count, instead of putting that into a sinking
fund and keping it there, would it not be
better to eancel that stock and so avoid pay-
g double interest?

The Minister for Mines: That is a matter
on which experts differ.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I know that what we
are doing is provided for under the Act.
The Act, however, shonld be amended. The
statement has been made by the Premier that
for years past we have becn paying moneys
into the Goldfields Water Supply Sinking
Fund and that in that Fund there was to-
day a surplus, and that the trustees in Lwoa-
don had stated that it was not necessary to
pay anything further into that fond. I am
not saggesting that we should repudiate our
obligations in any way. T am in the happy
position of being able to say that when the
present Minister for Mines was Premier, and
he advocated an alteration in the sinking
fund payments, T was one of those who sup-
ported him.

The Minister for Mines: I did not suggest
an alteration in the sinking fund, ’

Mr. A. THOMSON: You snggested it
ghould bhe suspended for the period of the
war. If the statement made by the Premier
is correct, and T have no doubt it is, our
contributicns te the sinking fund are largely
responsible for the pesition of our finances.
In connection with future loans raised in this
State we should have the right to sell our

bonda. Our railways are an asset worth 19
millions sterling, and that department has to
fnd interpst and sinking fund on the eapital
invested. Most of the remewals are paid for
as far as possible from revenue,

The Minister for Mines: Maintenance.

Hoen. P. Collier: But what is maintenance?

Mr. A, THOMSBOXN: We have the railways
and also the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme
which the present generation has paid for,
and remembering the burden carried by the
present generation we might well say that
posterity should pay , something.

The Minister for Mines: * We cannot do
what you suggest with the existing stock.

Mz, A, THOMSBON : 1 am not dealing with
present stoek.  We must honour the contracts
made with those from whom we have bor-
rowed. Tt would, however, be interesting to
know what it is costing to administer our
sinking fund in London. Wbhen I was there
I was informed that praetically the whole
of the time of the accountant (Mr. Sadlier)
was devoted to sinking fund work, Then we
have the agents for the Crown Colony debts.
They receive a considerable sum. Ia addi-
tion, we have the trustees of the fund in
London. I presume they, too, are being paid.
I have not heen able to aseertain what the
cost of adninistering the fund in London
amounts to.

Mr. Richardson: Our sinking fund enables
us to pget better terms for our loans.

Ar. A, THOMSOXN: Victoria has no sink-
ing fund, and yet her loans are obtained on
favourable terms, Regarding soldier settle-
ment, as we shall have an opportunity
of diseussing the report of the Royal Com-
mission, there is no need to refer to the
matter at length. The Commission are to
be congratulated on having made so ex-
haustive an inguiry, Unfortunately there
are instances of over-capitalisation. On this
subject I wish to dAraw the attention of the
Premier te what is happening in New Zea-
land. A recent telegram from Wellington
published in the newspapers set out—

The Discharged Soldiers’ Scttlement
Bill, wbich is designed to give relief to
soldier scttlers who have suffered hard-
ships during the slump, was read a first
time in the House of Representatives to-
day. The Biil provides for the setting up
of district revaluation committees, which
will make recommendations to the central
board regarding soldiers’ applications for

a re-valuation of their land, the board

being empowered to make a readjustment

of rent. There i3 a provision in the Bill
for the relief of mortgagers to the Crown.

Owners or occupiers who have received

advances from the Crown may apply for

a revalvpation of the land, with a view

to a reduction of their debt. A dominion

board will determine by what amount, if
any, such debt to the Crown shall be re-
duced. Provision is made for the post-
ponement or remission by the Minister for

Lands of renft or interest, inatalments of

principal or purchase money.
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The recommendation of the Royal Commis.
sion is that each individual case shouwld be
dealt with on its merits and revaluations
made. But we have to go beyond that. We
have quite a large number of clients under
the Industries Assistance Board who were
placed on the land by the Government.
Unfortunately for the settlers and the State
the Government did not deliver the goods.
The Government in all sincerity believed
the land to he first elass, but it has never
praduced a erop. A committte was ap-
pointed te investigate some cases and they
have made certain recommendations. Quy
returned soldicrs’ lands seem to be over-
eapitalised, largely owing, perhaps, te the
inexperience of the men themselves. More.
over, there are large numbers of men on the
Tndustries Assistance Board who are con-
siderably over-capitalised - by reason of
sustenance allowances, and who show no
tangible assets.

The Minister for Agriculture: How can a
man he over-capitalised by reason of susten-
ance? )

Mr, A. THOMSBON: I shonld have thought
that the Minister for Agrienlture would
casilv understand that.

Afr. Willeoek: Tt is all eharged np against
the property.

The Minister for Agiienlture: But how
can the man be over-capitalised by reason
of that?

Mr. SPEARKER: Order!

AMr. A, THOMSON: T was a member of
the House when the Tndustries Assistance
Act was first passed, and many a weary
hour have I spent sinee then, trying to get
the clients of the bonrd justice.

The Minister for Agricnlture: More sus-
tenance? More over-capitalisation?

Mr, A, THOMSON: There are cases of
men  who have never reeeived proper
acrounts. Tn a recent case, which is within
my knowledge, n man wag first of all noti-
fled by the baard that he would receive no
further assistance, whereupon he made pri-
vate arrangements to get his fertiliser. He
happened to meet the hoard’s inspector in
“the street, and the inspector told him that
arrangements had been made by the board
to provide him with fertiliser. The man
replied. T am glad to hear that, but T have
already ordered fertiliser and I want the
hoard to understand clearly that T must buy
it from the firm from whom I have ordered
it: so will vom kindly place the order with
that firm, and then take payment from the
crop?’®  The board undertook to do as
asked. Fertiliser came from the firm with
which the man had originally placed the
order, and then, to his surprise, about a
month later. another pareel of fertiliser
came along consigned to him. I assure the
Minister for Agrieulture, though he tis net
administering that department, that had it
not heen for the man coming to me and my
putting up a strenuous fight for him, the
Tndnstries Assistance Board would have
made him pay for the loss on the second lot
of fertiliser. No doubt plenty more cases
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of the same sort exist., The Minister fi
Agriculture somewhat ridiculed my stat
ment as to ovor-capitalisation through su
tenance. We know that by the Industrie
Assistance Board men have been compelle
against their own common sense and juodj
mont, to put in, year after yvear, crops whic
they well knew swould never grow, croj
which the land could not produce. But th
Aet said that assistawce eould only be give
for further crops. T frankly admit that th
Government were up against a serious pos
tion, heeause the war was on and the pric
of wire had soared outrageoustv. We kno
that men have heen receiving sustenanc
vear after vear at the rate of 9s. or 10s. p¢
day., That sustenance has accumulated wit
interest, and is a charge against the prope
ties. Therefore, when one adds to the det
owing to the Agrienitural Bank the mone
received from the ILAB. by way of suster
ance and advances for tools and other ni
guirements, one reecognises that <there

absolutely mo hope for a number of thos

farmers. The DMinister for Agricultm
knows that.
The Minister for Agriculture : But th

men did not hecome over-capitalised throug
the 93, a day. .

Mr. A. THOMSON: They beeame involve
in deht through the sustenance allowane
We shall have to adopt the New Zealan
method, The Dominion Government hav
appeinted eommittees, consisting of tw
gentlemen of practical Knowledge, to val
agsscts in  ecompany with the inspecto
Where the Government have placed me
upon land which has proved unproduetiv
the Government must give the man who h:
put in years of his life on the land the sam
opportunity to acquire thaf land at a n
duced price as they weuld give in the ca:
of 2 man who had been forced off hiz holc
ing. An amendment of the Industric
Assigtance Act is necessary.

Hon. P. Collicr: Conference to-day carrie
u vesolution imstrneting that the debits sha
be written down, Therefore it will he don

Mr. A. THOMSON: T was not at confe
enee to-dav.

THon, P. Collier: I can give you that i
formation. T am in elose touch with conferene

M, A, THOMSON : Would any man<be i
sane enough to take over some of those farn
—there are a few, T regret to say, in my di
triet. but not manv—con which. the indebte
ness to the Government, the Agricultural Ban
and the I.A.B. totals over £2 per nere, where:
if the property were put on the market
wonld not hring 30s. per acre?

Me, Mann: It ean hardly he a farm if
is not worth £2 per acre.
- Mr. A, THOMSON: That is why the me
refquire finaneial assistanee from the Goven
ment. The land will carry stock, provide
it is written Jdown to its proper value. Ti
Commonwealth railway, for instance, is r
garded as over-capitalised, and is to be writte
down. Tf a man is given the opportunity f
farm land on what he knows to be the he:
lines—say, raising stock instead of growin
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erops—he has a possibility of sieceeding, We
are asked tn srive constructive eritivism.

Hon. I, tollicr;: The Minister does not
tike it.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: [n my speech to-night
T have hane-tly endeavonted to give construce-
tive criticism. T have not been a destruetive
eritie, though [ have emicavoured to point cut
mistakes. [ o not propose to deal with the
State trading econeerns to-might. T presume
there will be an opportunity of discussing themn
at a later stage of the wession.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: You to-night recom-
mended the Government to start ancther Htate
trading concern.

Mr. A, THOMSOX:
sort.

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: You very nearly did.

Mr, A, THOMSOXN: XNo; [ cannot have the
hon. member suggest that. Now let me deal
with the Government’s attitude us to public
works. { should like to be in the same huppy
position as the Public Works Department oe-
eupy. Irrespective of the part of the State
where a public work is to be constructed, the
department specify that the bricks required
shall be obtaine] trom the Stare Brick Works,
that suwu jarrah and karri, flooring boards,
ete., shall be ubtained from the State Saw-
mills, that metal and screenings required shall
be obtaiaed from the Boya quarry. 1 am
reading these partievlars from the Public
Works Depuartment’s geuneral specifieation,
Listen to this, Mr. Speaker—

All moners due for payment of materials,
ete., from the State trading concerns shall
he a direct charge agninst the contract, and
shall be dedueted from the amounts payable
ta the contractor as such moncys may be-
come due,

Hon, . Collier: The Pablic Works De-
partmeat kuow something of vou contractors.

Alr. A, THOMSOX: Perhaps they do.

The Mimnister for Mines: [t Jdoes nof sound
very nice to specify stone from another quarry.
If you owned a guarry and were building a
stone hecuse, would you specify your own
stone?

Mr. Pickering: Tt would all depend on
where the house was te he bnilt,

Hoa. P. Collier: The hon, member wonld
go to hir vival for the stone.

Mr. A. THOMSOX : | challengeil the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle {Hon, W, C.
Angwin), when he was Minister for Works in
the Labour Government, with the fact that the
Puhlic Works Department specified that tim-
ber for & bridge at Denmark should be Longht
from the Stute Sawmills, whereas, in fact,
there was at that time a timber mill within
a mile of the site of the propos:d bridge.

Hon. W, ", Augwin: You can rest assored
that if the member for North-East Frewnantle
had known of that, it would not have hap-
pened.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: Tenders were ealled
far the erection of a science room af the Kat-
auning State rehool, and it was specified that
State bricks, State timber, State joinery, an-d

[ did nothing of the

159

bluestone €ron the Ftite quar.ics should o
wsed,

The Minister fo0 Wo ko Voo
ton murh of gomd thinges,

Mr AL THOMSON - That i so but | §ro-
Jose t show what it has enst ths Sfate to
foster State enterprises, There is another mat-
ter which, however, doe not ¢ meern the Min-
ister for Work«. The Goveennunt are huililing
a vailway station at Mt Barker at a ¢t of
£5,000, | congratulate fhe Minister for Rail-
ways on his belisf in the district,

Heon, P. t'ollier: Mt Barker b= lueky in have-
imgg the Minister for Ruailways for its wem-
tier.

The Minister for Mimns
never progress till T ogo there,

Mr., A, THOMSOXN @ If a ddistriet is to
progress by the giving of loves and fishes,
the Minister had better go to Katamtine,

The Minpister fer Mines:  You can do a bit
of wire pulling whon yon get the chance,

Mr A, THOMSON: | was dealing with the
Mt. Barker railway station.

Mr. Munsiv:  Where did they get the bricks
for the Mt, Barker railway station !

Mr. A, THOMSOX: Prom tie State Brick
Works.

Mr. Munsie: No.

Mr, AL THOMSON:  Yes, they did. | will
give the House the exiet aumber obtained and
what it cost the Railway Departmient.

Mr. Munsic: Even so, it was cheaper than
pretting bricks from Kemlenup.

Mr. Pickering:  What about the railway
freight?

Mr. A. THOMSOX: That does not connt!

Mr. Munvie:  Even including freighf, that
was the position.

Mr. A, THOMSBOX: In the case of Ken-
denup, bricks cost £3 138, per thousand aml fhe
railway freight from Kendenng. to Mt Bar-
ker represented 13s., or a4 total of £4 S<. per
thousand.

The Minister for Works:
really bricks at Kendenup?

Mr. A, THOMBON: Yes, «quitc equal o
the State bricks, jedging by what I saw of
them. There were, for this work, 335,000
State bricks at €3 16s. per thousand, and the
railway freight cost £5 per thousand. Then
there were 203040 plinths, costing £12 jer
thousand and on these. seeine that they were
somewhat heavier, the freight was £5% per
thonsand.  There  were 1,000 “‘special'’
State bricks. cosling €4 10<, per thoosand,
and the freight on them was £5 per thousand.
Lastly there were 300 ' epecials,”” which cost
Is. ¢euch at the kilno T estimate the extra
treight on these ¥tate brirks, delivered at
My Barker, eost the State £269 14s,

The Minicter for Works: Dut look ut the
quality!

Me. A, THOMSOX: T am dealing with
wuality bricks.  The {fovernment projuo-e to
ereet a High Sehood at Albany and are hav-
ing bricks delivered on the site at £3 15+, per
thomsaml, If those bricks are gond enmupgh
for use in conpection with the ereetion of
the wwhool at Abany, surely they should bhe

}
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good enough for use in comnection with the
Mt. Barker railway station? Some of the
brieks used in the buildings at Mt. Barker
have been obtained from Albany, some from
Kendenop, and some have heen burnt on the
spot. Surely if those bricks were good
enough for the huildings T have named, they
shoui he good enough for the railway sta
tion at that eentre. The prineiple is wrong
and we are fostering State enterprises at the
expense of the Siate.

Hon. W. . Angwin: But that does not
foster the State enterprises very much. Tho
Minister ¢an get orders for any quantity of
hricks.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Then why are they
spevified, in the way I have indieated?

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Because the officers
think the State bricks are better.

Capt. Carter : Does it not sound like a
hit of had administration?

HWon. W. C. Angwin: The Minister for
Works has nothing to do with it.

Me. A, THOMSON:  Approximately
100,000 feet of timber is required for the
railway station, and it must come from the
State mills. I am not dealing with the extra
price, although I know the timber can bhe
purchased cheaper many miles nearer Mit.
Rarker.

Mor, Pickering: But not from the combine.

Mr. A, THOMSON: ¥erhaps not. The
freight on that timber represents about £100
extra and on those two items alone the extra
freight which has to be paid by the Railway
Department in order to foster the State en-
terprises represents about £400,

Mr. O'Loghlen: How do you arrive at the
extra amownt? Where is the cxtra freight
from?

Mr, A, THOMSON : From Wilga and
from Holyoake. It is a question of 176 miles
as against 98 miles.

The Minister for Works: The thing is out
of its swaddling clothes. It is all finished.
T signed the papers yesterday,

Capt. Carter: Then you have seen the error
of vour ways?

The Minister for Works: It is not a child
any longer, it is & full-grown man!

Capt. Carter: But has it the brains of a
man?

Mr. MeCallum: How does this foster Stage
rnter] rises?  The Government can sell more
I'ricke than they can make.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is bad administration,
that is all,

Mr. A, THOMSON: T complain that the
Government are endeavouring to foster these
cnterprises by means of specifications eom-
pelling the use of the State articles in the
ercetion of various public buildings. That is
not a sound, commonsense proposition. If
the member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) were to erect & building for

himself at Mr. Barker, would he go to the .

expense of £400 extra railway freight if he
could get the supplics loeally?

‘Hon. W. C. Angwin: What has the Public
Works Department got to do with the con-
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struction of a railway station at Mt
Barker?

Hon, P. Collier:
Railway Department.

Me. MeCalleum: How does this affect State
enterprises?

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: The Government are
keeping the business to themselves. They in-
sist on the use of State bricks, State timber
and so forth, irrespective of the eost.

Capt. Carter: ¥You have gone further in
making your |oint, for you have shown that
no husiness concerns can be run profitably
by the Government.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt has nothing to de
with them.

Mr, A. THOMSON: Tt is a roling by the
Government that the Railway Department
must use State bricks, State timber, State
stone and so on in eonnection swith their op
crations. When we come to the Katanning
schon), the work only vepresents an expendi
ture of £700 odd, yet the State articles are
specified,

Mr. Marshall: Bot you cannot get bricks
at Katanning!

Mr. A, THOMSON: Tf the hon, member
came to Katanning T could show him lecally
made bricks,

Mr. Marshall: Who owns the kiln?

Mr. A, THOMSON: T do not. We have
jublie buildings-in Katanning such as the
publie hespital, the eourt house, police quar-
ters, and a railway station,

The Minister for Mimes: Anyhow, you can-
not hoast of having a lunatic asylum!

Mr. A, THOMSON: Al those buwildings
were built of local bricka, The foundations
were put in with local gravel and the timber
nsed was proemred from the nearest mill
which was only commmon sense. Local bricks
are supplied for Katanning buildings at £3
ids. per thousand. They are not pressed
bricks, hut wire-cuts, and I will guarantee
them to stand as long as any State brick.

Hou. M. F. Troy: What about the chorch
huilding that fell down?

Mr. A, THOMSON: If the hon, memher
can show me any building that fell down
there, I will re-erect it without charge. Loeal
bricks run to £3 13s. per thousand delivercd
on the job, whereas State bricks, plus freight,
run into £7 108. or £3 17s. more. This is the
action of an cconomical Government! Ry
specifying the use of State supplies, the Gov-
ernment have added to the cost of the huild-
ing in Katanning anything up to £200. Ts
that business-like? Ts it common sense?

Hon. P. Collier: What about business acu-
mend

Mr. A, THOMSON: If this is what is to
go on, T am sorry for the Government and for
the State. .

Mr. Munsie: Well, yon said these were the
only people who had business acumen.

Mr. A. THOMSBON: T voice my protest
against thiz procedure heeause it is not in
the interests of the State. Tf hricks can be
made satisfactorily locally, it is not in the
interests of the State that the Goverument

It is n matter for the
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should pay extra freight in order that the
State articles may be used.

Hon. P. Collier: But it is not beneiliing
the State trading eoncerns.

Mr. A, THOMSOX: Tt is increasing the
turnover,

Hon. P. Collier: They have more than they
can do now.

Capt. Carter: It prevents private entier-
price from progressing.

Mr. A, THOMSON: If this action on the
puart of the Government is not to assist State
enterprises, why is it done®

The Minister for Works: Why don’t you
let the Government scll the State enterprises?

Mr. A, THOMSOX: I am willing to assist
the Government in that direction.

Hon. P. Collier: How heroic of the Minis-
ter! He had an offer for the State Timber
Mills but he would not submit it te the
House. .

Mr. A. THOMSON : While the Government
insist that purchases of these supplies have
to be magde from State trading concerns, they
also insist in the specifications that if the
supplies are not up to the required standard,
proper articles must be put in. In other
words, the Government compel the contractor
or the department concerned to purehase from
the State trading concerns, but if those con-
cerns do not deliver the goods, the Govern-
ment condemin them. That has actually hap-
pened,

The Minister for Works: No, it has not.

Mr. A, THOMSOX ; Tt has.

The Minister for Works:
stance you refer to.

Mr, A, THOMSON: I can give still an-
other instance. T will deal with the Publie
Works Department generally.

Hon. P. Colliegr: Now the Minister will
have his battle.

Mr. A. THOMSOX: Personally I have re-
ceived every courtesy from the Minister for
Works,

Mr. Clydesdale: That is about all he wili
give you now.

Mr. A, THOMSON: If every Minister in
the Cabinet treated me as well as the Minis-
ter for Works, | would have no eomplaint.

The Minister for Mines: T do not think
vou should make invidious eomparisons.

Mr, A, THOMSOXN: T take exeeption to
some actions of the department. For several
vears we have been endeavouring to secure
the erection of a hospital in Katanning. The
Government admit that the present institu-
tion is inadequate and that it i3 not sound
husiness to incur expenditure in cffecting im-
provements. The present building is obso-
lete. The Works Department submitied a
plan with an estimated cost of £7,500, which
in the opinion of the people of Katanning put
it clean out of court. A committee there
got into negotiations with a private archi-
teet and eventually secured a plan which
satisficd the requirements of the people, com-
plied with the wishes of the {wo doctors and,
13 the opinion of the Principal Medical Officer
in Perth, filled the bill. He said the design
was absolutely perfeet. We have at Katan-

I know the in-
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ning a Government hospital, and so actually
we conld sit down and say to the depart-
nient, ‘‘You must ineresse the hospital
aceommodation.’”’ But lbeing desirous of
accepting a share of the responsibility, the
people said, ‘*Tf you will provide us with
the necessary hospital accommodation at a
cost of approximately £6,000, we will find
£3,000 of it. Here is the design we want.’’
But we struek a snag; we were up against
the Works Department.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: T doubt you there,
becaunre the hospital has to be approved, not
by the Works Department, but by the Prin-
ctpal Medieal Officer.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Tf the hon. member
will comeg with me to-morrow, we will go to
the Principal Medieal Officer, who will admit
that what I say is perfectly true,

Hen. W, C, Angwin: Then the system has
altered of late.

Mr. A, THOMSON: These plans have the
approval of thre Prineipal Medieal Officer,
The people of Kutanning, after having the
plans prepared, offered to find half the money,
borrowing the necessary amount from the
Government.

The Minister for Works: Yes, the Gov-
ernment were to find half the money and Kat-
anning the other half.

Mr. A. THOMSON : The department turned
round and said, ‘‘Ne Government plans, no
money.”” That is what the Minister for
Works said.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is it true that you wanted
£3,000 from the Government, and then wanted
to horrow the other £3,000 from the Govern-
ment?

The Minister faor Works:
mon in that distriet,

Mr, A, THOMSON: We guaranteed to pay
interest and sinking fund on half the total
cast.

The Minister for Mines: How did you
propose to meet the guarantee—personally?

Mr. A, THOMSON: On the responsibility
of the ratepayers of EKatanning. On the
advice of the Works Department we had our
health areas extended, and we proposed to
rate the whele of the district for the hos-
pital. The road board at Broomehill and the
Kent road board were prepared to c¢on-
tribute their quotas. We offered to find half
the cogt, but the autoecrats of the Workas
Department said, ‘‘Unless you use our
plans, there will be no mouney.’’ In the
interests of the State it would be well if
occasionally outside architects were allowed
to submit plans and quotes. T guarantee the
private architect would beat the Works De-
partment every time. Our plans were fully
approved. If I could inflience the road
board I would have them say to the Govern-
ment, ‘¢ Very well, build your own hospital.
We will not contribute a penny towards it.?’

Mr. Clydesdale: Do the Government do
anything right?

Mr. A. THOMSON: Would the hon, mem-
ber be satisfied with the reply we got{

Mr. Hughes: No, T should eross the floor
if T were you.

It is not uncom-
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Mr, A. THOMSON: I repeat, that it would
be a good thing to exercise an oceasional
check on the departmental officers.

The Minister for Mines: But you say the
private architects would beat them every
time.

The Minister for Works: It is a fine thing
to have a good imagination,

Mr. A, THOMSON: The Minister knows
that ie a certain district where a dam was
required, the estimate of the Works De-
partment was approximately 4s. 6d. per
cubic yard, although other dams in the
vicinity were being sunk af 1s. 6d. One
quote was accepted by the department at
2s. Gd., and another at 2s.

The Minister for Works: That 4s, 6d. per
yard quote was for more than sinking the
dam. It was for making contour drains and
in other ways completing the work—a differ-
ent thing altogether.

Mr. A, THOMSON: It wounld certainly be
in the interests of the State if an occa-
sional check were imposed on departmental
estimates.

The Minister for Works: Who is to decide
—your private architects?

Mr. A, THOMSBON : 1 do not say the
private architects would always furnish the
lower quote.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, you said
ther would beat the departmental officers
every time,

Mr., A, THOMSON: We know that public
buildings are always more expensively con-
stracted than others.

The Minister for Works: Sinee we pro-
vide the moncy, we have the right to say
how the works shall be built.

Ar, A. THOMSON: But when the distriet
is providing half the eost, the people of the
district ought to be consulted.

Hon. P. Collier: Would it not be as well
to discuss this Katanning hospital buainess
with the Minister in his office? It is of no
interest to us.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The member for East
Perth (My. Hughes) the other night dealt
with the shortage of houses and the ques-
tion of high rents. As one with a knowledge
of the value of buildings, I ask, at the
present high cost how can private enterprise
be expected to erect houses for cheap let-
ting? A four-roomed house to-day, with
bathroom and verandahs, will ecost anything
up to £750, due to the increased cost of
materials and wages. Bricklayers and
plasterers are being paid 23s. per day.

Mr. Hughes: What has been the inerease
in the cost of jarrah during the last 10
vearg?

Mr. A, THOMSON: There has been con-
giderable inerease in tlc price of all
materials.

Mr, Mughes: In jarrah it has been over
100 per cent.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T am dealing simply
with the value of houses.

AMr. O'Loghlen: As a building coutractor
vou have been able to rebire.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. A, THOMBON: The increase in the
price of jarrah is due to increased railway
freights and ipcreased wages. The State
Sawmills are part and parcel of the com-
bine, their rates being the same as those of
all other sawmills. As far ag I can see, the
charges of all our State enterprises are the
same as those of private enterprises.

Mr, Richardson: What gbout the rent of
a house built 20 years agof

Mr. A. THOMBON: If the hon, member
bhas a four-roomed house built 20 years ago,
is he willing to let his place for 12s. per
week when the owner of the place next door
is getting 30827 With the price of 2 four-
roomed house at £750 and the land at £50,
or a total of £800, it cannot be let at a low
rental, because the owner must have a re-
furn of at least 10 per cent.

Mr. Richardson: There has not been 100
per cent. inerease in the cost of building,
but there has heen an increase of 100 per
cent. or mare in rentals.

Mr. A. THOMSON: A bhouse which, ik
vears ago, could be built for £400 costs to-
day from £650 to £700.

Mr. Pickering: The cost of soldiers’ homes
shows that,

Mr. A. THOMSON: Yes, what better
illustration could we have? It iz all very
well for the member for Bast Perth (Mr.
Hughes) to talk about exploitation.

Mr. Hupghes: Do not you think the Baird’s
Areade business was exploitation?

Mr, A, THOMSON: If the hon. member's
statement is correct, it was. No doubt there
is some rack-renting, but I am speaking of
the housing problem., The Government should
inecrease from £550 to £750 the amount
allowed for a worker’s home. That is a rea-
sonable incrcase considering the present high
costs. I would defy any contractor to erect
a decent four-roomed houge for £550. If a
man provides the hlock of land and puts up
a small deposit, the Government have quite
sufficient security to justify the higher ad-
vance.

Mr. Munsie:
pay for it?

Mr. A, THOMSON: To-day he cannot get
a house at all, and if he is called upon to
pay the rents mentioned by the member for
East Perth, he is paying more than would be
necessary to purchase a worker’s home.

Mr, Johnston: And he is not buying the
house at present.

Mr. A, THOMSON: That is so.

Mr. Munsic: Let him have one cheaper
than £750.

Mr. A, THOMSON: How is it possible if
he wants a brick hovse?

Mr. Hughes: Rednee the margin of profit
to the contractor.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 1 am quite willing to
permit any member to examine my hooks for
the last five vears and see what my profits
bave beaw.

Mr, O’Loghlen: TIn conntry towns wooden
Louses are Lieing built for £280.

How is the worker going to
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Mr. A, THOMSON: But they are unlined,
want men to have decent homes.

Mr, O'Loghien: They can be improved by
‘grees.
Mr. A, THOMSON: What is the use of
lvancing £550 for a worker’s home if it
imnot be built for the money? Wooden
uses cannot be built in the metropolitan
‘ea,

Mr. Hughes: The brick area is only for
1e benefit of speculutors.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I believe in the brick
rea. A wooden house properly finished costs
Imost as much as a brick house,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Only beeause the insurance
ympanigs have put their heads together in
pposition to wooden places.

Mr, A, THOMSON: A weatherboard house
wolves a greater risk than o brick house. T
m surprised that the Government have pot
rought down an amendment of the Work.
rs Hemee Act to pive people the option of
onverting leasehold into freehold. The
olicy of all members on the Government side
z frechold tenure. The Government have oc-
upied the Treasury henches for three and a
alf or four years aud have made no attempt
o bring in frechold tenure.

The Minister for Mines: Do you believe in
rechold tenure?

Mr. A, THOMSON: If any man has a
rorker’s home under the leasehold system, he
hould be allowed to convert to freebold at
| fair valuation if hc so desires.

The Minister for Mines: Youn would not
rive frechold to the pastoralists of the North,

Mr. A, THOMSON: We are dealing with
mburban land and workers’ homes.

The Minister for Mines: You go only so
‘ar as it suits you.

Mr. A, THOMSOX: There are leasehold
suburban bloeks, and men have the oppor-
:unity to convert them into freebold if they
50 desire. The same should apply to those
wxho have workers’ homes.

The Minister for Mines: And they might
then pop out and sell to people whe are not
workers.

Mr. A, THOMSON: There is 2 regrettable
lack of co-ordination between the various de-
partments. We have the LA.B. and the
Agricultural Bank nominally under one head
and the Lands Department and the Depart-
ment of Apgriculture under another head. A
case was brought under my notice in. which
the Lands Department fiked the price for
certain land at 8s. per aere. A man took it
up and applied for an Agrieultural Bank ad.
vance. The advance was refused on the
ground that the land was of no value. In
the name of Heaven, what iz tRe use of in-
ducing people to go on the land and then re-
fusing them an advance? These departments
should be under one official head.

The Minister for Agricnlture:
this man take wp the land?

Mr. A, THOMSON: The Lands Depart-
ment threw it open and said it was worth 8s.
an acre. ‘The man wanted 2 loan for fencing
and the Agrieuttural Bank refused it. T do

Why did
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not say that the Agricultural Bank was wrong
but, if it was right, the land should ncver
bave been thrown npen, The Government
have announced through tho Press their in-
tention of spending three millivns of woney
for metropolitan water supplies. I cannot
mnderstand why the inctropolitan water sup-
plies have not been brought under a boarnl
similar Lo t'at eontrelling the waterworks in
Melbourne,  in Melbourne there is a loeal
control;  the various Jnunicipalities appoint
representatives to the board. The adoption
of sueh a system here would probably lead
to greater eflicieney and to the cheaper con-
struction of works, while the people vitally
intercsted would have a say in the matter.
To-duy the Government 1ring down a scheme
and the pegple of the metrojolitan area have
to acrept it, just as they bad to tolerate an
uusatisfactory water supply for some years.
Metropolitan public utilities should he vested
in boards. It weuld be interesting to knew
the cost of coilecting water rates in the metro-
politan area as agaiust Lhe cost svhen sueh
rates are volleted by the municipalities. The
Katanning waler supply is vested in the loeal
bonrd and the charge for water is ndded to
the rate notice. A considerable sum  of
moeney  could be soved in the metrepolitan
aren if water rates were collected through
the mumicipalities.

Hon. W. C. Angrwin: If you had a board,
& special rate notice wonld still be issued.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The hoard could ar-
range to work in conjunetion with the muni-
eipalitics.  The bourd could borrow money
and spend it as desired.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Some of the muniei-
palities might want to use the money.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The apprenticeship
question is causing a good deal of eoncern. I
is unfortunate that the great majarity of our
bovs are being driven into blind alleys as re-
gards emplovment.  For this T blame our
friends oppoesite to a large extent.  The re-
strictions they have imposed have so circum-
seribed the number of apprentices

Mr, Marshali:  XNop, it is because of the
sweating of ehild labonr which you have al-
wavs adnrired. You would sweat infants,

Alr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
keep order.

Mr, Marshall: Keep order with him!

Alr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. A, THOMSON: [ claim to know a
little ahout this suhject.

on, P. Ccllier:  [n contradistinetion to the
uther subjects.

Mr, A, THOMSO0X: The onions, in preveng-
ing the improver system, are not acting in the
best interests of the State. The member for
East Perth (Mr. Hughes) stated last night
that there is a shortage of work, and that
he had led a deputation to the Premier to show
that 80 per cent, of the trtisans in the build-
ing trade in the metropolitan area were ont of
work. There have never heen 0 per eenf. out
of work since Perth has been in existence.

Mr, Hughes: Who supplied you with the
information?
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Mr, A. THOMSON: I have been cqnnected
with the building trade all my life and know
as much about it as the hon. member. It
would be a distinet advantage if a2 boy were
allotied to cach plasterer, bricklayer and car-
penter to learn the trade. The tradesman
would take an interest in the boy and see that
he did learn. At present, the boy gets in
amongst a nember of men and is of no in-
terest to any of them.

Mr. Muynsie: Who is going to employ the
boy?

Mr. A, THOMSON: Members opposite in-
sist wpon apprenticeship rates and upon a boy
being apprenticed for a certain period.

Mr. Munsic: There is no builder in the State
who would take an apprentice and yet yon
blame us,

Mr. A, THOMSON: Thare are some huilders
who would take them. The hon. member should
be fair. :

Mr. Hughes: Who will take them? I know
of 10 or 12 boys,

Mr. Munsie: T know of some, too,

Mr., A, THOMSON: Members opposite are
supporting my argument. If they would per-
mit these boys to go with tradesmen and
work

Mr. Munsie: How can they, when the em-
ployer will not have them?

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: The employer will not
apprentice them becanse he has ne guarantee
of continuity of work. There are only a few
large firms, such as Millar’s and Bunning’s,
who ean afford to take apprentices. Other
contractors have no continuity of work.

Mr. Hughes: Is not there building work in.

Perth for ten years ahead?

Mr., A, THOMSON: There is no guarantee
that contractors will bave 10 years’ con-
tinnous work.

Mr. Olydesdale: And what would become of
the apprentice then?

Mr. A. THOMSON:
ought to be adopted.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
down all over the world.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I do not know whether
the hon. member has served hiv time. T did
not.

Mr. Clydesdale: You should have done so.

The Minister for Mines: He must have been
let out under the First Offenders’ Aect.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I take second piace to
no man for a knowledge of my work, although
T+was not apprenticed. By going through the
hands of diffcrent men I learncd my trade. It
does not take anyone five years to learn brick-
laying or plastering. Those who are suffering
to-day are the sons of men who are prevent-
ing their boya from learning a trade. Labour
says, ' We insist on having apprentices.’”” No
ecntractor who has no guarantee of eontinuity
of work will make himself responsibile for ap-
prentices. The system is unfair to the boys.
They should not be tied down to five years
of work at a nominal wage, with small in-
creases from time to time. One of the great
difficulties in regard to unemployment is

The improver system

That has been turned
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that most of the men are unskilled and have
no trade.

Mr. Hughes: Would you extend that to the
professions?

My, A, THOMBON: To ouwything. We
have no right to debar our boys from learning
a trade, or to say they shall not learn this or
that unless they cemply with the conditions.
Members of the Opposition are driving boys
into o blind alley, beeause they will not per-
mit them to learn a trade.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We want them to learn
trades.

Mr. A, THOMSON:
mit them to do so.

Mr. Munsie: That is an incorrect state-
ment.,

Mr. A, THOMSON:
from knowledge. I have boys with me who
are learning their trade. They are not ap-
prenticed to me and I am paying them more
than they would otherwise be getting,

Mr, Haghes: AN employers arc not like
you. .

Mr. A, THOMSON: Many employers are
doimg cven better than T am in that respect.
They are wiiling te give the hoys an oppor-
tenity if members opposite will do their part,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I notice you arc
driving out your own supporters.

Mr. Marshall: He wants a few apprentices
there,

Mr., A, THOMSON: An astounding state-
ment was made by the member for East
Perth (Mr. Hughes).

Capt. Carter: He drove nearly all his side
out of the House. There were only three here
at ong time,

Mr, Lutey: We sat here all the time.

Mr. A. THOMSON: He was spenking of
the great concessiong the farmers had re-
ecived from the Railway Department, I have?
the figures here. If we include, hay, straw,
eliaff, wheat, wool, vegetables, fertilisers,
water, livestock, and other things connected
purely with agrieultural products, we find
that 36.20 per cent. of the revenue of the
department was provided by the farmers.

Mr. Hughes: And what did they get in
return?

Mr., A. THOMSBON: Turning to Classes A
to C, and first class, second and third, we find
that 29.23 per cent. of the revenue of the
department came from the agricultural in-
dustry. Thus we find that the country dis-
tricts and country residents paid at least 70
per cent. of the railway freights of Western
Australia.

Mr. Hughes: Oh!

Mr, Clydesdale:
pelitan area?

Mr. A. THOMSON: They cannot pay.

My, Clydesdale: They are paying in other
WAYS.

Mr. A. THOMBON: If «haff is sent to
Perth from Katanning it is sold less railway
freight, which the farmer pays. The city
merchant does not pay the freight on the
wire that is sent fo the settler. If the coun-
try resident wants the ordinary requirements
for his home, he has to pay freight upon them,

But you will not per-

It s not. T speak

What about the metro-
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Notwithstanding this, the hon. member talks
about the need for greater coucessions for
the metropolitan area. He cannot realise the
burden the producer is carrying.

Mr. Hughes: Is not the worker in the city
as important as the farmer?

Mr. A. THOMSOX: He certainly performs
a useful funetion in carrying on the affairs
of State. 1t is, however, the farmer who pro-
duces that which creates employment for the
railvay man. He creates work for the
lumpers at Fremantle by growing wheat that
is exported and brings other commodities
into the State.

Mr. Hughes: And the farmer gets £10 a
weck in return.

Mr, A, THOMSOXN : T wish that was true.

Mr, Hughes: Statistics show it to be so,

Mr. A. THOMSON: There are some men
earning £8 a week, but that is not the average
wage. Some men do not get enough to keep
bady and soul together. We all know the
golden rule, “‘Take eare of the pence and
the pounds will take care of themselves. ™
Tf the Government take care of the country,
the hon. member can be assured he will have
very little need to worry about the metro-
politan area.

Mr. Hughes: You had better leave that to
members opposite.

Hon. M. ¥, TROY (Mount Magnet) [9.7]:
T had hoped when the member for Katan-
ning (Mr. A. Thomson), who has spoken for
three hours, concluded his remarks he would
have moved an amendment fo the Address-in-
reply showing his want of confidence in the
Government.  His whole speech tonstituted an
attack upon Ministers, I am surprised, after
the criticism we have heard from him, that
he is still supporting the Government. The
complaint he made was fair, just and sound.
If there is ground for all his grievanees, and
he is eorrest in regard to the acts of mal-
administration he has set out, his place is on
this side of the House.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We do not want him.

Hon. M. F. TROY: If he were true fo his
principles he would be sitting on this side
of the Houge, The Leader of the Opposition
snid the Speech delivered by the Governor
did not possess that literary excellence that
has  characterised previous  Governors’
Speeches. To my mind its chief defect is
that it is made up of bald statements and
vague rveferenees to work the Government
have accomplished or purpose to accomplish.
An investigation into the activities of the
Government shows in the main a very vn-
satisfactory state of affairs. The people are
heavily burdened, and the finances are in a
remarkably bad way. The deficit amounts to
ahount six million pounds, and the Government
have gone to the bad another £4035,000 dur-
ing the last financial year. A few years ago
a deficit of a million was regarded as a seri-
ous matter, =o serious that the Country Party
and the Nationalist Party had to amalgamate
to put the Labonr Government out of office.
Ta-day, however, a deficit of six million
j ennds is apparently of no importance.
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Mr. Munsie: Everything is all right now,

Hon. M, F, TROY: No one is concerned
about it. The most important newspaper in
the State, from the circulaiion point of view,
merely makes refercuce {rus wioath to month
to the improvement in the financial position.
T+ does not take the people into its confidencs
and dilate upon the full amount of the
deficit, but if any otber Government were in
office the public would be kept aware of that
faect. During the last five ycars the Govern-
ment have had every opportunity from this
side of the House of making good. But taxa-
tion has been increased enormously, and
therc has been a very large expenditure of
loan moneys to the relief of general revenue.
At the end of the last financial year the
Premier anticipated a small deficit. The
‘“West Australian,’’ exeusing the Premier’s
failure to realise his figures, gaid that if Par-
liament had passed the Bills to provide for
increased taxation on hotel lieenses, and the
hospital tax, the Premier’s figures would have
heen realised. We were told that the hospi-
tal tax was not a tax, and that the Bill was
brought down in order to assist hospitals to
raige further revenue for their upkeep, Mem-
bers opposite said they voted for the Bill with
that object in view. We on this side knew
the Government intended to increase the bur-
den of taxzation vpon the people, and that
the hospital tax was merely a means of div-
ing the hands of the Government deeper into
the pockets of the people. That fact ig now
admitted. Tt is said that if the Government
had obtained that revenue they would have
been £100,000 better off. But the people
would have been more heavily taxed than they
are to-day, and goodness knows that is
heavily enough, The Government are receiv-
ing no less than 2% millior pounds more in
revenue than the Labour Government re-
ceived. The sinking fund payments have
heen reduced, and Parliament, by taxing the
people heavily, has given the Government
every opportunity to make goed. The Gov-
ernment have increased direet taxation from
£407,000 to £987,000, that is to say, they
bave doubled the amount of taxation,

Mr. Munsie: What have they done with the
money ?

Hon. M. F. TROY: I shali ask that in a few
moments. From other sources of revenue,
apart from railways, from timher and mines,
the Qovernment are receiving £981,000 naw,
as against £486,000 in 1916-17. There the
taxation has been doubled. In the shape of
railway freights and fares the Government
in 1917-18 received £1,917,000: to-day they
receive £3,000,000. I know that in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech jubilation is expressed be-
cause the railways have shown a gross sur-
plus of £675,000. This is hailed as an im-
provement in the finances, whereas the policy
of increased railway freights has been re-
sponsible for the depopulation of the back
country more than any other cause we can
point to. It is largely responsible for the
depopulation of the electorate whieh you re-
present, Mr. Bpeaker. The people leave be-
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cause of the excessive railway freights they
have to pay, and because the cost of living
has inereased beyond what they can meet.

The Colenial Secretary: That is the main
reasomn.

Hon. P. Collier: But the railway rates are
an important factor in the cost of living.

The Colonial Secretary: There is also the
deerease in the gold yield.

Hoen, M. P. TROY: The gold yicld cannot
increase if the eost of production is raised to
stich an extent thal the mines will not pay.
A chief factor in that is the heavily increased
railway rates for whieh the Government pro-
fess jubilation in the Governor’s Speech.
The heavy burdens of taxation imposed upon
the people onfortunately have not resulted
in improvement of the finances: no one can
suggest that.  This is prohably the most
heavily taxed Stuate in the Commonwealth.
Despite all the heavy taxation and revenne,
the Government have heen spending enormons
sums  frem Joan funds, no Jess than
£11,300,000 during the last four years. Last
vear’s expenditure of loan funds, £3,644,000,
was the biggest in the history of the State.
We on this side of the House want to know
where the money is going to, low it is being
expended, and what are the vesnlts of the
expenditure, On these impertant points, the
most important to be discussed by this House,
the Governor’s Speech either is silent or con-
tents itself with very vague references,

The Colonial Secretary: There have heen
increased wages.

Hon, M. F. TROY: There have been no
increased wages during the last 12 months.
Wages are declining, The Governor’s Specch
makes vague references to soldier settlement,
the expenditure on which, we are told,
amounts to five million pounds. We know
now that that expenditure probably repre-
sents part of the eleven millions of loan
money. Bot what the House wants to know
is whether that money has been wisely ex-
pended, and how the soldier settlement pro-
posttion is getting on. Last night we were
assured by Mr. Wilson, who is Chairman of
the Royal Commission appoeinted to inqguire
into sol@ier settlement, that the Government
will have to wipe off £500,000 on soldier
settlement alone. We know alse that the
Government will require a considerable
amount of money to keep these settlers on the
land until, in time, they makc good or leave
the land to somebody clse. The soldier set-
tlement business i3 wnot finished with t¢his
expenditure. The business is only beginning.
Even amongst the soldier scttlers there will
be a large number of men who will leave the
land and heap up burdens to be carried by
the small population of this country. When
repetriation was first discussed in this Cham-
ber, I wanted to know why the whole business
was not left to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. I told the Government on that oeea-
sion that they would be wise if they allowed
the whole of this repatriation business fo
he carried by the Iederal Government. I
gaid, ‘‘Give the Federal Government the
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land, and let them carry this proposition,
which will ‘nean a preat deal of loss to the
State in the end.  You wilt be well advised
it vou leave the Commonwealth Goverument
ty accept the whele responsibility.’’  But
apparently the State desired to earry the
barden. I have no deubt that kefore five
xears arc over our heads the present Govern-
ment will be reaping a great deal of losg
from soldier settlement. Many of the men
will not make good, inasmueh as all men
do not make gowml on the land. The Federal
Government ean boast of a surplus of seven
nillions. They ought to e able to boast.
They have taxed the States, and they have
the control of the Customs. The foolisk
State Governments take on all the heavy
responsibilities which ought to be borne by
the Federal Goverminent alone, We should
have given the Federal Govermment the
Innd; it is no good to us. We should have
let the Federal Government earry the
responsibility after that. All the Federal
Government want is the advertisement.
Whe is going to carry the loss on this
business? The State, because we have
accepted the whole responsibilitv—foolishlv
in my opinion, We understand from the
Governor’s Speecl that there has bheen
heavy expenditure entailed by the group
seftlements. The Speech merely refers to
the fact that a large rumber of settlers
have been settled in group settlements, We
want to know what is going to be the ulti-
mate cost of the group settlements. Can
the Government tell us the cost of one
group settement? Can the Government tell
the House what has been the cost to date
of the development of the Pecel Tstate ¥
That is infermation which the House ought
to secure, but we get mene of it, We are
no wiser than the man in the street, except
that while he thinks he knows, we¢ know
that we do not know. The important things
Parliament should know are withbeld from
Parliament. I do not think a Mjinister in
this House knows those things, or that an
officer in the departments knows them. All
that is known iz that the newspapers have
approved of this poliey, and that the people
think it is going to do wonderful things for
the country, and that the Premier says there
arg millions of money in Lordon waiting to
be invested in this connection. Bunt we can
be sure that a small population of 350,000
will bave to carry the burden. We can
borrow millions and throw them into the
soil, but a2 time will come when these
350,000 people must be faxed to pay the
cost of upkeep and to pay the interest on
the loans. TUnless there is the possibility
of this setflement turping out a suecesa in
the next few years, this community can
never carry the burden. We are taxed up
to the hilt, and there is a deficit of six
millions, and we are spending milliens on
group scttlement without any idea of how
the money is being spent. From our experi-
ence of soldier settlement we know that we
shall have to write off a considerable amount
of the money spent on group settlements.
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We know that the experience in connmection
with group settlements will be worse, be-
caunse the returned soldier in many eases had
some knowledge of land settlement, and
mostly was an Australian with a knewledge
of Australian country conditions. The
migrant from oversea, however, is a much
harder man to settle on the land, and there
will be heavier losses on his settlement.
This country may, in a few years, be
carrying a burden which the community will
find to be intolerable. If onc speaks against
the group settlements, one is accused of
having no faith in Western Aunstralia. How-
ever, I am satisfied that a large number of
group settlers will not make good. We have
already had the experience on  the Peel
Estate. A little while ago we noted in the
‘“Government Gazette’' that a great num-
ber of settlers had been removed from the
Peel Estate beeause they were not making
good, so we understand. The same thing
is going to happen in all the group settle-
mentz, I have little doubt that 50 per cent,
of the men pow on the group scitlements
will leave those settlements. My objection
to the settiements s that apparentiy there
is no concern regarding the amount of
money speat in bringing them to the stage
of cultivation. In my opinion, that system
is wrong, T would never permit the Gov-

ernment to employ men to improve my
property. That ought to be my own respon-
gibility. The settlement which bas taken

place on the wheat belt would not have been
so successful if the Government had had the
clearing of the land and had utilised the
methods adopted at the gronp settlements.

Mr. Money: That principle applies to
other things besides scttlements.

Hon. M. F. TROY: It applies to settle-
ncnis, anyhow, inasmuch as the settlers
have to produce a commodity at a profit in
order to carry on at all. If their properties
are over-capitalised, the settlement is going
to he a hopeless tailure. I personally do not
agree with the system which sends men
down to a settlement and there puts them
under a supervisor, who may or may not
possess the necessary experience, and then
disposes of the whole proposition to the
burdening of the cost of development. The
whole trouble is that the person owning the
land has not been given the initial respon-
sibility. It wonld have been far better if
the Government had formed the group
scttiements and allowed the settlers them-
selves to carry the full responsibility of
devcloping the property from advances
made by the State. Tn that case T have no
doubt the group settlers would have had

more chances of suceess than under the
present system.
Mr. Underwood: What wonld be the

principle of seleetion?

Hon. M. F. TROY : There would be a
prinviple of rejection if a man ¢ould not
look after himself. Tbe Premvier is not to
be eongratulated on having made economies.
No one has thought of giving him a word of
cergratulation on that, simply because he
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has made no economies. The Press of this
country which professes to represent public
opinion, does mot congratulate the Premier
on the fact of hiz Governmeni having been
economical or having secured efficiency. The
Press merely congratolates the Government
on the fact that the Governor’s Speech dis-
closes an expenditure of millions of money
by the State. On what the money has been
spent is no concern of the Press. News-
papers have no responsibility, and they
approve of the Premier’s policy willy-nilly.
In a few years' time they will turn round
and blame Parliameat for the blunders
awhich they will say have been made; blame
Parliament, not the Premier or themselves.
It reminds me of the Versailles Treaty,
whien everybody now condemms. The other
day the *‘Daily News'  attacked Lioyd
Cigorge for the fearful mistake he had made

in that respect. It took Lleyd George
over its knee and slapped him for
the bluaders he had committed. We

all know they applauded it to the very
gkies. They said that at fast the ends of jus-
tice had Deen seeured and now they biame
the politician! Tt is well known that public
opinion demanded the terms of the treaty.
The same men who are now applauding the
expenditure of millions here withont any pro-
per supervision, will condemn Parliument
when the waste is apparent later on. As a
matter of fact, the Press is largely vespon-
gible because it js grossly misleading the
people. I have a copy of the speech deliv-
ered by the outside official leader of the
Country Party, Mr. Monger. Tt is his poliey
speech.

Hon. P. Collier:
solid matter.

Mr. Underwood: These Country Party
members here only carry out his views.

Hon. P. Collier: They are his rubber
stamps.

Hon. M. F. TROY: T have much in com-
mon with some of Mr, Monger’s views,

Mr. Underwood: So have T,

Hon. M. P. TROY: I believe, with him,
that the future will see the State in a very
bad way and that because of the Premier’s
sthemes, an intolerable burden will be foisted
upen the people, a burden they will not be
able to carry. In contradistinetion to Mr,
Monger, however, I am giving my opinions
here, and if I see an opportunity of putting
Tarliament right, T do ss. In the course of
his speech, Mr. Monger made some import-
ant remarks.

Mr. Underwood:
tinent remarks.

Hon. M. F, TROY: Mr. Monger said—

Even now the weight of taxation is ser-
ipusly retarding the development of this

State and is forcing some prople with

laree estates to realise their assets and

niigrate to the Eastern States, where taxa-
tion is less heavy and conditions generally
more congenial than they are here. Under
the State’s present system of immigrarion,
our mecthods are catirely different to those
which obtained im the past. Consequentiy,

It containg a lot of very

Some impudent, imper-
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the percentage of failures will, T fear, he
Jarger and our financial responsibilities
greater than these incurred under the old
conditions of settlement,
He goes on to point out that the group settle-
ment scheme will possibly turn out badly for
Western Australia.
Mr.. Underwood: It would be worse if
Monger were in charge.
Hon. M. ¥. TROY:* Probably that is so,
but Mr. Menger is not in charge.
Hon, P. Collier: Not officially.
Hon. M. F. TROY: He went on to say—
T am more concerned about the future
than I wag this time last year. After an
interval of 12 months, I stand by what T
then said, with this addition, that whereas
then I feared trouble might arise owing
principally to lack of efficient supervision
and organisation, both locaily and in Lon-
don, I consider the period of doubt is now
passed, and that we have well and truly
entered wpon the road of cerfainty. Tt is
impossible for me or any other man at this
stage to cven venture an opinion as to
what the actual cutcome will be, but we
can make up onr minds that present
methods are heaping up financial burdens
for the future. It is wrong for the Gov-
crnment to embark upon a scheme involv-
ing the expenditure of millions without
having first created an efficient body to ad-
minister the same on a properly defined

policy.

Hon. P. Collier: That is all I have said.

Mr. Underwood: And I said it before
xou did,

Hon. M. F. TROY:

Continuing. Mr.
Monger said— -
This State presents great opporfunities
to migrants, probably greater on the whole
than the FEastern States, but even under
favonrable conditions suecess will only be
obtained by hard work and the wise wppli-
cation of knowledge instilled into them
singe their arrival here. As the majority
of our new settlers will e men without
previous land experience, or business train-
ing, naturally their chances of making
good are lessened, even assumnig all other
conditions are favourable. T am sorry to
say I eannot subsertbe to what appears to
be a fairly general opinion that the group
scttlement scheme is progressing satisfae-
torily, and that most of the settlers there-
on will eventually make good. As a mat-
fer of faet, 1 have a very uneasy feeling
and consider that when thase men cease to
draw wages and are thrown on their own
resources, besides having to meet their in-
terest and capital payments and provide
for the keep of themselves and families,
then will their troubles start,
Mr. Monger is fully seized with the dangers
of the seheme.

Mr. Underwood:
an impostor?

Hen. M. F. TROY: I not only admit
that, but will prove it as we go on. Here is
the- chief leader of the Country Party and

You admit Monger is
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the State to-day-—he directs the poliey of the
State—who views with the gravest appre-
kension the future of the State in view of
the TPremier’s policy but still directs the
Conntry Party fo support the Government!

Mr. Underwood: My oath, and he will tell
them how to vote too!

Hon. P. Collier: He says, ‘‘All is bad, but
continge on.’’

Mre. Money: Ie had a still greater appre-
hension for another alternative.

Houn. M. F. TROY: Mr. Monger sees there
is certain disaster ahead and yet directs the
members of the Country Party to earry on to
destruction. Let us be plain about this gen-
tleman and stndy his attitude.

My, Underwood: His impertinence,

Hon. M. I, TROY: I do not know whether
it is imperfinence or what it is. I share with
him the apprehension he expresses, but if I
were serious do hop, members think 1T would,
realising the position, accept no responsibility
and take no action? The man who does that
is a coward and iz not fit to he the leader of
any party, I wonld repudiate such a wan
utterly. Just imagine a man addressing
a gathering of primary producers; men who
help to shoulder the burden of taxation, and
who never learn the truth until they come to
the city, inasmueh ag they are misled by the
*West Australian.’’ He tells them that the
position is such that the country can hardly
bear the burden. He shows what is responsible
for the position and then directs them to
carry on and support the Government. If
I haid a leader of that character, T would
have the utmost contempt for him. As a
matter of faet, what is wrong with the gentle-
mian is that he is not honest. He knows what
is wrong but he is afraid of the Labour
Party, as another alternative. What would
the advent of a Labour Government mean to
him?%

Member: Ruin.

Hon, M, F. TROY: No, but it would mean
that the Labour Government might atfack
some of the speeial interests with which Mr,
Mcenger is concerned in the city—mot the
farmers’ interests,

Han. P, Cnllier:
that sort of thing.

Hon, M, ¥. TROY: Mr. Monger had the
impudence to say that in view of the charges
made by the Pcess against the Country Party,
it would do the Press good to have a dose of
Labour Gevernment,

Mr. Willecock: But he would not like it
Limself.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Mr. Monger would not
like to see Labour in office because he would
have to share in the effect of that change.
Mr. Monger is not afraid of what would hap-
pen to the prisnary produeers. He knows that
the Premier’s schemes spell disaster beeausc
no one knows what they are costing the State
and no one scems to care. The Premier does
not know what his work is costing and will
not tell us anything ahout it.

Hon. P. Collier: He merely waves his
hands about. : ‘

Trustee companies and
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Hon, M, F, TROY: Mr. Monger draws at-
tention to the sieming prosperity of the pre-
sent Jday and points out that it is due to the
QX ve of lnap maneye which eanmnot last.
The tuvt is tuat Mr. Moaeer is one of those
astute gentlemen whe saw the tendeney of
the farmers towards Labour and by corrying
on propazanda in th- Pres< diew them away
from Lalymr. Al the sehemes we hear re-
ferred tn wu often in comnection with the
porievltnal imdustry sueh o< the LARB, the
oxtensions of the operations of the Aurieul
toral Bauk, the wheat pool and land reprie
ing—all emanated from the Labhour Govern-
went,  Strungze to say, although the credi
for that resfs with the Labour Government
el that we have been out of oflice for six
voars, U Voontry Party hove initiated no-
thinn,  Cowrtey Party members have heen
et nt to wecely work aleng the lines laidd
dovn by Lahour,

Hom, 1, Callier: They have carvied on all
the things we Anitinted,

Hon. M. F. TROY: 1Ir. Monwer and other
bic Tand. olde rs amd those having Inrge vested
interests tn the eity with land as n hobhy,
wint to ' an the farmors from the labour
Tarty. In order to achieve that thexy organ-
iserd ol swerr the fasmers rommd oo the
Bietiet t0at th v owere safecairdins the farm-
ers' nterests Trom the cxploitution oi vesterd
interests in the city. What Mr. Monger is
coneerned about ix not the farmers, bnt
vested interesis in the city.

Hon. P. Collier: He advised the farmers
not to hother about polities but to leave it to
the cxeentive and to him.

Mr. Underwood: Tt stampeded a lot of our
memhbers and they wenl over,

Hon. M, F. TROY: The farmers are dis
contenfeld. T met one prominent setiler frow
the Northam district, He said, **I have al-
ways opueced Labour but never again.  The
proper combination iz hetween the Tabone
Party and the farmers. We have common in-
terests subject to the same exploitation. Tn
Ameriea it is Labour and farmers; so it shoyid
be here. I am trring to bLring about a change
at this cenference. If I do not sueceed T will
get out.”’ T know that many farmers hold
the same view,  Mr. Monger says: ‘‘Leave
polities to the .Executive, and don’t discuss
that suhbject.”’ Mr. Monger advises the far-
mers to leave polities to such eminent prim-
ary produeers as Shalleross, Monger, MeGib-
Lon, Murray, and Lloyd Bloxsome.

Hon. P. Collicr: They all run farms on the
terrace. .

Hen. M. F. TROY: Or on the Golden Mile.

Mr. Tnderwood: Who is the greater im-
postor, Monger or Hickson?

Hon. M. F. TROY: T will not discuss
that. Mr, Menger issued a grave warning in
his sreeell conecerning the methods of the Gov-
ernment, hut finally tells the tarmers that they
must have some arrangetnents for the next
electinn. so that the Government may carry on.
At the came time he raid that thex aceepted
no responsibility for the policy of the present
Government. Tn another part of his speech
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he blames the ** West Anstralian*’ for giving
all the credit to the Premiey and saxs that as
it ix a eealition Governmeut, the Cownire
Purty shonld have halt the eredit. Wi the
disaster. of the arap seittement Voo ap-
Jarcnt and the nexXt suceveding clection s
held, nwmbers can Let thoir lives My, Monger
will say, ‘T tald yow 50."" We will have the
sithte cXpericee as e hal veven yars aso
vhen Sic Ties Mitehell was seo vhal npoen
by evors member of the Country  farty
a5 heing rvespomsible for wll the farmers’

troubles., And they kept him ot of the
tovernment.
Mr. Underwood:  They prevested bis ap-

pointment ag Minister for Lands,

Hon, M. F. TROY: That was @ condition of
the eo:dition. The same thing will oceur next
vear. Monger will say to the farmers, I told
oot fnomy epinion the man who takes
rofuze in o statement like that of Monuer’s
ig o cownrd,

My, Underwond: Mind vou, Mowser wiil die
ene of these days.

Hono 20 1. TROY: [ want to know why
that lofty gentleman sloes not entor this Cham-
her,

Mr. Underwood:

My, Mel srdaon;
dao tor him.

Hon, M. F. TROY:
Itim entirely.

Hon, P, Collier: He likes to stand aloef,
and say who clse shall come here.

Hon. M. I, TROY: Yo+, he will not aceept
any responsibility himself. 1is one purpose,
mul that of Shalleross, Lloyd Bloxsome, Me-
Gilen nnd Murray is merely to cxploit the
farmers” movement.  They desert the ¥arm-
ers’ inferest whenever it clashes with that
of the eity. The other dav I asked a fanaee
why he did not belong to the Country Party,
Hix reply was, ““God AMmighty! how eould o
men jein that party!”’  Here is a movement
purporting to be out to prevent the exploits-
tion of the people. Yet we have on the execu-
tive men whose sole objeet js exploitation.
They are natural exploiters. These are the
men  who say, “We wmust maintain  the
enalition.!’ Tt is the same old game.

Hon. P, Collier: Tt i time Wayhack woke
ap.
Mr. Richardson: Monger says he is respon-
sible for keeping yon people out of power.

Hon. M. F. TROY: We admit that be and
the bhig JanAd holders are keepirg us out.

The Colonial Secretary: Ts not that a godly
et ?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Tt may be, bot it has
had some ungodly resnlts, :

Hon. P, Collier: Tt has brought to the sur-
Tace some gqueer flotsam and jetsam.

Mon. M. F. TROY: A numler of orguni-
sitiong are anxious to yet members of Parlia-
nent as directors. Mr. Colebatch was a dir-
cetar of the AJMLP. Another member i3 a
director of another comeern. The insuranee
companies aproint members of Parliament
as directors beeause thnse members will be an
inflience  agnainst legislation affecting  the

e could not get lieve.
Five min:tes here wanid

Y¢i, it would puncture
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interests of the companies. S, too, with
the Country Party exeeutive. All those men
are merely using the wheat farmer who de-
velops his property to defend the farmer
whose property lies undeveloped; they also
use the farmer to protect the vested interests
of their own friends in the city. The same
game is being played in the Federal Parlia-

ment, Now, [ will leave Monger
Mr. Angelo: After half an hour of
scandalmongering.

Hon. . Collier: Yours was a marriage of
convenienee with them.

Non. W, €. Angwin: It has been very dis-
appointing in one way.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Press is not point-
ing to the ultimate effect upon the people of
all this heavy expenditure. They expressed
regret that the people were not more heavily
burdened by the hospitals tax, The ‘‘West
Australian’’ said that if the Premier had
realised the amount estimated to be received
under the hospitals tax, the defieit would have
been less. The people of this country are
taxed more heavily than those of any other
State in the Commonwealth. Monger him-
self admits that. Yet the ‘‘West Austra-
lian’’ is not concerned about that. I should
like to ask who made the ‘‘ West Australian’’
an anthority on polities. Do members realise
who the fellows are who write those articles
about the wonderfnl achievements of the
Premier? They are men who do not know
a spade from an axe. The men who set
themselves up as authorities, telling the coun-
try and the world what is best, have had no
expericnee whatever, and could not possibly
make good themselves. Yet this country is in
the lamentable position of having its des-
tinies dircected by such men.

Hon, P. Collier: They affirm to-day what
they denied yesterday.

Hon, M. F. TROY: We are informed in
the Speech that an agreement has been signed
between the Imperial Government, the Com-
monwealth Government, acd the State Gov-
ernment, providing that each of those au-
thorities shall beuar cne third of the cost of
£6,000,000 raised to promote immigration into
this State. T am not opposed to immigraticn
—this country eannot be settled without it—
but the present system iz a particularly mnd-
dled one. We are told in the Speeeh that
10,000 people have arrived during the last 18
months, and that 12,000 arrived during the
last three and a-half years. Yet we know
that during that time our population has in-
creased by only 4,000, Either the migrants
arc leaving the State as fast as they come or,
worge still, our own people’ are going. We
are told that a redistribution of seats is neees-
sary hecause the people have been drifting
away from the back country. They have
gone to the Eastern States, left Western Avs-
tralia altogether, have heen drivemn out by
excessive  railway  freights. Industries
arc longuishing. The Government have
no policy, do not care a rap about it. Many
of our men wonld go on the land if they
had the opporturnity. The Speech says the
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repatriation of soldiers is concluded. It is
not concluded. Scores of soldiers are still
looking for land. It they canmot get it
here, they must go elsewhere. Quite a num-
Ber of our people are going to Queenstand,
where opportunities await them. Notwith-
standing all this, we are asked to believe that
the State is in a very satisfactory pesition,
that migration is adding to our population.
Tt is not. XNo other State in Australia pre-
senta so bad a record of population. Yet we
have borrowed millions of money with a view
to bailding up our population.

Hon. P. Collier: We have added 4,000 to
our population and £11,000,000 to our debt,

Heon. M. F. TROY: In this morning’s
paper appears an account of the visit of the
British Delegation to the Immmigrants’ Home,
Fremantle. In it we are informed that the
delegates thoroughly inspected the home, and
spent some time eonversing with the inmates,
numbering abeug 200, We learn that 51
families are there awaiting draft to group
settlements. But we understood that before
thess wigrants  went to gronp settiemenis
they were given 12 months training in the
farming areas. That is one of the condi-
tions of the agrcement. Now it seems that
these new arrivals, the majority of whom
have never seen a farm, are heing drafted on
to group settlements directly after arrival.

Hon. I, Collier;: Straight from the ship,
indeed.

Hon. M. . TROY: Under such conditions,
enn we expect anything but a muddle? All
these new arrivals without local knowledge
ure being sent to group settlements, to elear
the land and Wring it into production, It
shows that country employment is not avail-
able for those migrants. The conditions of
the agreement are not being observed. The
migrant is being drafted to a group settle-
ment as soon as he arrives. Under such con-
ditions he has no chance of making good,
and the cost must prove so excessive that the
system will inevitably break down. Would
the Minister for Works employ new chums on
his farm¢

The Minister for Works: I have been foolish
enough to do it.

Hon. M. F. TROY: But you will not do it
any more. I know I would not do it. A
peeuliar thing about this immigration is that
the whole of the responsibility of training
the migrant and finding work for him is be-
ing thrust on the farmers.

Hon. P. Collicr: The poliey of the Gov-
ernment i3 12 months training for the mi-
grant; but from the outset it is broken, and
the migrant is being sent direct from the ship
to the group settlements.

Hen. M. T. TROY: Beeanse the farmer
will not aceept him. We are told that mil-
lions of pounds have been advanced by the
Agricultural Bank for improvements. Buat
it i3 unfair to ask any farmer to borrow
money at 7 per cent, in order to employ and
train men whom the Government should them-
sclves train. Why should a man make im.
provements at hcavy cost in order 1o accom-
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weodate the Government?  The training of
the migrant is the Government’s responsi-
bility.
migiunts, becaose lhe cosl of  laproving
the land in that way would be too heavy.
Furthermore, he would not be justified in
doing it if ke wanted to remain solvent. I
wish to say o few words regarding the policy
of the Government. If the Government have
any policy at all—and none has been enun-
ciated so far, with the exception of the state-
ments in the Press and by the Premier and
his Ministers—it is a policy for the develop-
ment of the agrienltural industry. It is
claimed that this season therg is an addi-
tional 500,000 acres under crop. How did
the Government obtain that information.
Where did it come from?

Hon. P. Collier: An estimate.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Whosc eatimate was it?
It was a pure puess.

The Minister for Works: Hardly that.

Hon. M. F. TROY: That is the sort of
stalement put up in the Press and on which
lcading articles are written. The Govern-.
ment have had no opportunity as yet to
arrive at that fact. The information is not
available. The police are only now colleeting
the information. The statement is not ome
of fact; it was a guess—a bald statement to
impress the people.

The Minister for Works: I think you are
wrong.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: I am sure I am right,
The police are now making their visits in
order to ascertain the acreage under erop.
T bhave met them; they were making their
visits after the Governor’s Speech was de-
livered. There is no such thing as 500,000
additional aeres being under erop this sea-
son, and in making that statement the Gov-

ernment had no figures to go on. T have
my own experience to prove it.

Mr. Willeock: They went on the super
supplies.

Hon, M, F. TROY: If thex caleulated on
the super sales, they are in error, beecause they
have no oepportunity to know what quantity
a farmer puts on his land, Further, owing
to the heavy rains early this year, a great
quantity of super was not used at all. Ever
sine¢ the present Government have been in
office, and during the term of their prede-
cessors also, attention has heen directed to
the large importations of dairy produce from
the Eastern States. We have been told from
time to ttme that the Government are doing
their utmost to have these commodities pro-
duced within the State. Yet after all their
endeavours the position to-day is worse than
it was in 1917. In 1917 Western Australia
imported £755,000 worth of dairy products,
eovering bacon, eggs, butter, potatoes, and
onions, and last year the value of these com-
medities imported was £894,000, or £140,000
more than in 1917. We are not overtaking
the demand: we are buying more than in
previous years, in spite of the claims of the
Government

The Minister for Works: There are more
mouths to eat it.

A great many settlers will noi take-

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: There are very few
more mouths; the population bhas increased
only very slightly during the last five years.

Mr. Davies: We are comsuming Inore per
head than formerly,

Hon. M. P. TROY: We have been spending
millions of pounds in order to supply our
own requirements and yet we are losing
ground. We are told also that the Depart.
ment of Agriculture have engaged practical
demonstrators and that a praetical demon-
stration is being given in the profitable utili-
sation of light lands. That is another bald
statemenut. Where are the Government giv-
ing this praetical demonstration, and who
are giving it} Who are fit to give it? Who
are the experts? I know that some of them
have been failures as farmers. There are
some experts in the Department of Agri-
culture who failed szignally as farmers, and
those failures are the teachers, the demon-
strators. The same thing applies to the
IAB. and Agricultural Bank inspectors.
These ingpectors go around advising the
farmers what (o do, how to sow their ¢rops
and what quantity of superphosphate to use,
and in many cases these inspectors them-
selves have been utter failures as farmers.

Mr., Willcock: The successful farmer will
ot take on tho job at £6 a week.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Apart from Mr. Sut-

ton, there is not a practical man in the
department. Some of the experts will
provo good in time, but as yet they

are too young. They have not the experiepce
necessary to enahle them to impart instrue-
tion to the farmers. The member for Ka-
tanning (Mr. A. Thomson) complained of the
manner in which the Department of Agrieul-
ture was dealing with the settlers under the
1.AB., and asked that the Government write
down the Dabilities. The Government have
ne right to do that without first making pro-
per investigations. I know therc have been
appointed outside inspectors or ailvisers—
they were selected by the farmera’' organisa-
tion-—to report on the properties held by
farmers under the TAB, I believe these
men were appointed at the instigation of the
Farmers and Settlers’ Association. I under-
stand they are being paid one guinea a wisit,
or onc guinea a day. To my great surprise,
though they are appointed by the Govern-
ment, they report first of all to the farmers
and settlers’ mecting as to what they pro-
pose to do. T learn that these advisers ap-
pcinbed by the Government have first reported
to their own branch and then advised the
Government to write down properties.  Sup-
pose the Lahour Party had lent the Trades
Hall £3,000 and appointed two members of
the Trades Hall to advise them upon the
liabilities, and those members had told the
Trades and Labour Council that they in-
tended to adrise the Government to write
down the liability to £1,000, what a row there
would have been, what talk of political eor-
ruption!

Hon. P. Collier:
Press have said?

And what would the
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Hon. M. F. TROY: Yet thesc advisers in-
formed the Farmers and Settlers’ Association
that they were advising the Government to
write down certain liabilities.

Hon. P. Collier: They were clected by the
branches. It was a scandal to seleet political
agents to deal with Government securities.

Hon, M. F. TROY: As a matter of fact,
it i+ a method of organijsation, These ad-
visers ean go to the Farmers and Settlers’
Associgtion aml say, ‘“See what we have got
for you.”” Conld I go to the manager of the
Rank and ask him to write down my lia-
hility?

Hon. P. Collier: It is a shocking seandal.

Haen. M, F. TROY: Apparently in the last
few vears this House has been prepared to
tolerate anything. There haa heen no parallel
for ile happenings since the present parfy
hive Leen in power, and they nre influeneed hy
the arganisation in Wellington-street,

Hou. P. Collier: The organisation de-
manded these appointments.

Mon. M, I, TROY: Did not we have evi-
denee last year of Mr. Monger using his in-
fluenee with the Council of TIndustrial De-
velopment to get a grant made to the Fre-
mantle Preezing Works, of which he was a
director?

Hon. P. Collier: That body recommended
the grant and it was made.

Hon. M. F. TROY : Corruption! The country
recks with it as a result of the influgnee of
one political party, I have a complaint to
nmake regarding the way in which the Gov-
ernment are treating ILA.B. settlers, but it is
a more gennine complaint than the ene made
by the member for Katanning. The Govern-
ment informed a number of scttlers that they
were to be removed from the LAB. “We are
going to carry vou no longer,”’ thcy were
fold, and the settlers looked around for some
support. They hegged the Government to
give them superphosphates. The Government
took them on again and, when they sent the
superphosphate, it arrived too late in the
scason to put in the erop. The Government
give these men no chance to earry on,
Inspectors are sent ount to advise these men
how to grow crops and what quantity of
superphosphate to use and the L.A.B. allow
only 451h. to 501b. of superphosphate per acre.
Every practical farmer knows that this is an
unpractical prepesition. A farmer has no
hepe of making good if he uses sueh a small
quantity. Tt is absolnte waste of time and
money.

Mr. Stubbs: That is right.

Hon. M. F, TROY: I said te one of these
men, “‘You will never grow a crop unless you
use 100 1bs. of super.’’ The reply was *‘They
will give me onlv 45 to 50 Ihs.”’

Hon., P. Collier: Tbhat is a waste of money.

Hem. M. .. TROY: This has the cffect of
putting the farmer still further into debt.

Mr. Davies: You complaiied of the farm-
ers’ organisation. What are they doing
theret

TTon. M. F. TROY : They have failed sig-
nally. Here was a legitimate opportomnity for

' not
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them to advise the Tarmers in order that the
best results might be obtained, and they did
advise them. T am afraid under
siiech  conditions  that many of  these
men have no hoepe of making good. Im-
agine a farmer compelled to sow a erop under
conditions which he knows must heget fail-
ure!  Although these men have appealed to
the inspectors from time to time, they have
Ieen unahle to seeure redress. These men
are getting into further difficulties because of
the policy of the department controtled by
their pwn Minister. We are told in the Gov-
crnor’s Speech that sheep farming is in a
highly aatisfactory state, TF there is one in-
dustry in this country from whick the prim-
ary producer may expect a profit, it is sheep
farming, Wleat js going down in priee, but
wool i8 going up.  The price to-day is very
high.  Yet the Government, while wasting
millieous of pounds in these alleged group
settlements in the South-West that cannot
possibly give a vetnrn to the country for
years, arc making no provision to help the
settlers in the eastern wheat belt to carry
sheep.  Nearly all the settlers in the castern
belt will be faecd with the problem of enrry-
ing on during the next year or two. They
cannot carry on by growing wheat, They
must go in for mixed farming. 1f they grow
wool, there is a market and a price for it,
Nearly all the wheat belt farmers earry no
sheep at all. Yet the Government, while
spending millions of money in the South-
West, have no proposition regarding these
settlers that wonld enable them to got returns
in 12 months. '

Mr. Davies: That is Mr. Monger’s com-
plaint.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Tt is my complaint. 1
wonid not have Monger on my wind. [f 1
were Premier, T wonld first of all make
those lands productive which can be most
quickly developed and which will give the
quickest returns, That i3 our necessity to-
day. Such lands would pay for the develop-
ment of other lands from which the returns
would be slower. The Government are pour-
ing people into the south, which cannot
give a return for many years to come. Why
do they not assist thosc settlers who are
already on the wheat belt?

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
heen doing so,

Hon. M. F. TROY: Let the Government
give them abundant water supplics, help
them to eradieate pests, and assist them to
carry sheep. If they fail to do this the
farmers will be in a bad way. Thev carnot
depend upon wheat alone.

Mr. Davies: In Ameriea they are burning
wheat now.

The Minister for Agriculture: We lear a
lot of eock and bull yarns from America.

Hon. M. ¥, TROY: Wheat is decreasing
in value, and next vear we may expect a
further redunction. The people who bought
wheat fram us on the Continent and in
England e¢an no longer afford to pay our
prices. The condition of Europe is worse
now than it was when the wnr termirated.
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Hon. P. CoRlier: And the Argentine is
Leing rapidly developed.

Hon, M. F. TROY: We have to develop
our lands to the fuilest extent. Ti speaks
badly for the administration of the Lands
Department that the thousands of seitiers
in the wheat helt are allowed to believe that
thev ecan carry on by wheat growing alone.
There is an abundant source of revenue tn
be had from wool production. Tf I were
Minister for Lands I would increase the
produciion from those lands from which it
is quickly and casily obtained,

The Minister for Agriculture: The grow-
ing of sheep will not inerease the population
of the State.

Hon. M. F. TROY: YWhat is Lthe good when
the country has to horrow millions to main-
tain the people?

Hun, P. Collier: Shecp growing in the

wheat belt will net deter people from
coming herc. X
Hon. M. . TROY : There is no ao-

arlination between the Agricultural Bunk
and the Lands Department. The depart-
ment advertises BDlocks of land for sale at
Ss.. 10s., or I%s, an aere. When the settler
takeg up one of these blocks and applies to
the Agricultural Bank, he is told by the
hank officials they will not advance a penny
on them. We are told that the policy of the
country is to make advances through the
Agricultural Bank for land settlement. 1f
the land is no good, however, it is not worth
a penny an acre. The poliey is wrong. The
Lands Depariment have mno right to sell
land at 8s. or 10a. an acre f it is of no
value. That is unfair treatment to settlers.
There are large areas of counfry which
coull he ntilised if the Agricultural Bank
would assist the settlers.

Mr. Davies: Were people advised to take
np that land?

Hon. M. . TROY: It was advertised for
sale, Thousands of people are looking for
land in this country. It is there for settle-
ment and is elassified as first or sceond
class.

The Minister for Agriculture: Tt is defi-
nitely stated that no Agricultural Bank lean
will be made on some of the land.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Not in all cages. T
have in my possession a chart on which
there is no spceifie staiement that the Bank
will not make advances.

Hon. 1. Collier: Your peoint is that if the
bank will not advance money the land ought
to he given awav.

Hon. M. F. TROY: That is my contention.
Thn hank trustees always pursue n eonserva-
tive poliev. At one time they would not
advance money an Kcllerberrin land, The
bank ought to be influeneed by legislation,
It onght to be given to understand it is the
policy of the Government to advance moneys
for land improvement wherever in their
opinion that land ean be usefully developed.
The Speech contains a bald statement in
regard to the export of fruit. It says:—

The export of fruit for the year
amounted to about 400,000 cases, which
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constitutes s record, and the prices real-
ised in the English market demonstrated
its quality.

Une would think that our fruit production
was increasing, and that we were getting
fine returns from the industry. 1 have here
a letter from a friend of mine in the
Bridgetown district. IHe lived in myv elec-
torate for ¥ears and made money there, and
then bought a property at Bridgetown. He
says—

T see at the opening of the Honse
the  Government congratwlated  them-
selves on exporting 400,000 cases of fruit.
I wonder if the growers will get on all
their cases a elear profit of one per cent.
I doubt it. On my returns the apples
s0ld very well, especially in Muwll. T shall
be out on my year's wark in packing
and  expenses on 1,200 enses. fen-
close  statement showing  cexpenses  onm
my ‘*Port Albany "' shipment of 508 cases;
258 sold ip Tendon and 250 in Hull, same
apples, same steamer, alse one return for
tha Jovely sum of 2d. Tnless the Govern-
ment get these double agency charges and
costs and freights down und someone in
London to look after our interests there
the orchardists are down and out. After
12 years’ work T am about broke. T also
think the Government will have to help
in advancing money to orchardists to help
them keep going for a fow more years.

He winis up by saving that if the Govern-
ment Ao not assist there will be no more
smiling orehards in the South-West. He hacks
up his letter with his account snles.

The Minister for Agriculture: e docs not
say there was anything wrong with the
fruit.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The quality was good.

The Minister for Works: What did he get
out of it?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Threepence,

The Minister for Works: Out of the 300
cases?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Apparently.

Mr, Angelo: He must have got an ad-
vance of some sort.

Hon. M. F. TROY: No. Paterson & Co.
were the agents, Their charges amounted
to £79 19s. 11d., and the charges in London
to abont E40. All these charges amounted
to practically the valug of the consignment,
and this gentleman bas put all his money
into the property. Many of the orchardists
arc in a had way,

Mr. Pickering: If they do not realise 5s.
a case free of all charges, they cannot make
it pay.

Han. M., P. TROY: Mr. Monger says the
froit industry is in a bad way, but the
Westralian  Farmers have no poliev in re-
gard to it. Appareutly the Government have
no policy either. They are giving people to
whderstand that the indnstry is in a pros-
prrous condition, They would linve been more
honest if they had said they had ahipped
400,000 cases, nupon which there had been no
satisfactory return to the growers, and also
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if they had announced their intention to make
better provision for the sale of the product.

The Minister ‘for Agriculture: There may
have been some cases such as you describe,
but there have been plenty of others where
profits have been made.

Hon. M. F. TROY:
say 80.

The Minister for Agriculture:
fruit industry is in a bad way.

Hon. M. F. TROY: It is not fair to put
a statement of that character into the Bpecch,
The **West Australian'® based a leading ar-
ticle wpon that, showing the prosperity of the
country.

Hon. P. Collier: The infercnee was that i
wis most prosperons.

Heon. M. F. TROY: It is spoken of ns a
record sale, The Government ought to have
said the fruit industry is in a parious stata.

Tho Minister for Agriculture: And ery
stinking fish.

Hon. M. 1. TROY: Let then face the posi-
tion as it is, and do something to break down
the heavy charges that are placed upon the
growers, The middleman always gets the best
of the deal. How can it be otherwise?

Mr. Pickering: The profits are eaten up in
freights.

Hon. M. F. TROY: And the charges of
the middleman. The middleman forms the
other branch of the National Party which is
represented by the Colonial Seeretary,

Hon. P. Collier: There are no middlemen in
our ranks. They must be somewhere over there.

Hon. M. P. TROY: Reference has been
made to the development of the North-West.
We are told that the development of the North
and the North-West continues to reecive
apecial consideration.

Hon. P. Collier: It i3 proceeding apace.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Speech goes on to
say:—

A tropical agrieultural expert hns been ap-

pointed. The Agent General Designate has

made inquiries into cotton growing in

Queensland. Private enterprise is endeavour-

ing to organise the exploitation of the

natural resonrces in power of this terri-
tory

Hon. P. Collier: More exploitation.

Hea. M. F, TROY:— .

—with the encouragement of the Govern-

ment, which will if necessary submit to you

legislation to enable the prosecution of
various developmental projects.
The development of the North-West has been
proceeding for the last 20 years, and the
population is less than ever.

Hon. P. Collier: We are going back.

Hon. M. F. TROY: What has happened to
the wonderful scheme propounded by the
member for Gascovne (Mr. Angelo)? The
Government eut up certain lands in the Car-
narvon district, and settled a certain number
of people in connection with the hon. mem-
ber’s special seheme. The Governor’s Speech
is silent on that point. I wonder if this is one
of the schemes of exploitation for which the

Mr, Monger does not

I admit the
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Government are going to introduce legislation.
What is it they hint at in the Speech? What
propogition has private enterprise in mind that
the Government are going to legislate for?
Why these vague referemces to the great
North-West and what the Government are
going to do? 1Mr. George Miles is under-
stood to be coming back with a scheme.

Hon. P, Collier: And with thirtcen million
pounds.

The Minister for Agriculture:
congratulated on his suceess.

Hon. P. Collier: By whom?

Mr. Willeock: Success if the Government
will guarantee 5 per ceat.

Hon. M. I, TROY: I ohject to the waste
of money at Carnarvon. That settlement at
Carnarvon represents an absolute throwing
away of money. There s only cne definite
schemo for Carnarvon—the breaking up of
pastoral areas along the river, If the member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) were the patriot
he tells us he is, then instead of seclecting un-
fortunate returned soldiers to waste their
lives on little garden plots, he would have
said, ‘‘These men fought for their country,
and T will give them a chaunce.’’

Mr. Angelo: How many men went$

Hon. M. P. TROY: There are no successes,
anyhow. -

Mr. Angelo: They have not started yet.
They are waiting for the tropical expert,

Hon, M. F, TROY: We were told Mr. De-
speissis was the man for. the North-West, and
the Government allowed Mr. Despeissis to
leave the country. I have listened to the same
thing for 20 years regarding the North-West.
The only sound things ever done for the de-
velopment of the North-West were done by the
Labour Government—I refer to the State Ship-
ping Service and the Wyndham Meat Works.
Comparing the achievements of the present
Government in  this connection with the
achievements of the Labour Party, the
people might well ask that that develop-
ment  should be continued by the party
on this side of thc House. The Com-
missioner for the North-West is the laughing
stock of the communily. What are his quali-
fications for the position? What is his know-
ledge of the North-West? What are his
duties? Apart from the Wyndham Meat
Works and the State Shipping Service, the
North-West to-day is more backward than it
was 20 years ago. Now a word regarding
the mining industry. The Governor’s Speech
tells us—

Prospeeting for gold and oil is proceed-
ing actively. There are 82 parties search-
ing for gold, 141 parties having hecn as-
sisted during the past year, in adition to
two Government parties. Boring for oil
in the Kimberley distriet has been under-
taken by two parties, traces of petroleum
having been obtained.

Two parties are looking for oil in the Kim-
berleys, and that ic aetive exploitation Ffor
oil! How many oil companies are there in
this State? 1 believe 34, and only two are
operating.  What are the rest doingt

He has been
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Hon. P, Collier:
ng to raise capital.
Hosed down.

Hon, M. F. TROY: As regards mining T
1lmit that the Government are equipping
ind sending out a number of prospeciing
parties, but that is all. This morning’s
““West Australian?’’ refers to the mining in-
dustry.

Hon. P. Collier: Very briefly.

Hon. M. F. TROY: It says—

Tt is right that the mining industry
should receive in the Governor’s Speech
the referemce that its importance merits.

Where is the reference? Tt is a brief and
paltry reference. There is no policy.

The Colonial Secretary:  There
policy of assistance lo prospectors.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Let the Minister tell
us, ont of his remarkable knowledge, what
is being done.

The Colonial Seceretary: Assistanee has
been given to 141 parties during the past
year,

Hon. M. F. TROY: What is wrong with
the mining industry of Western Australiat

They are all endeavour-
Even Bremer Bay has

is the

In my opinion that industry has been des- -

troyed by excessive railway freights on min-
ing products and by the scandalous ramps

which lave occurred during the last few
years., And the department propose 10 do
nothing. CQur mining to-day has the worst

reputation that it has ever had in its history.
Men who at one time could be induced to
invest in mining, will not now put a penny
into it; and they will not put a peony into
it. because of ramps like the Bullfinch, Hamp-
ton Plains, Sandstone, and another one re-
cently at Laverton., If one approaches an
honest man with a proposal to invest in
nmining, he immediately looks upon one as a
spicler. And, indeed he is justified in doing
so. There are certain men now in the mining
industry who take down their own friends.
They have not the ethics of a pickpocket.
A pickpocket will take a chance by robbing
a person, but these men will come and
tell  their victim to his face that the
proposition is a good one, induce him to
invest his every cent in it, and so calmly take
him down., And what is done by the Mines
Department?  The department {alk about
the legitimate mining investor.

Ar. Pickering: What do you suggest?

Hon, M, F. TROY: That the Gorernment
should hold an inquiry. The strange thing is
that all the men T refer to have, according to
themselves, also lost money in mining. It
is up to the Government to appoint a Royal
Commission on that last ramp at Sandstone,
and find out just who got the money, and
alsp whether certain people were justi-
fied in qiving ount the statements they
did to the Press, thereby inducing people
to buy shares. Tf the Government want
to restore fajth in the mining indusiry,
they will have to do that. The New Sounth
Wales Government, following up the wheat
scandals there, traced ount various private
Lanking accounts. Here in Western Australia
we bhave men who were prominent in mining
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booms, and they all walk about with doleful
faces telling us what they lost. The Gov-
ernment should appoint a Royal Commission
to inquire into the alfair at Sandstoue, where
business men fell in very badly. A large
number of men were induced to come into
the town, and the business people bought
large supplies of commodities in Perth and
il freight to Sandstene. The majority of
the men could not pay. The place was left
far more desolate than bhefore, The pros-
pectors themselves did not get a shilling out
of the preposition. We are rold that every-
one connected with the ramp was ruined,
What do the Government propose to
do about it? Tf the indostry is te
be carried on wpon such lines, very
good; but faith in the mining industry
of Western Australin will not be encouraged.
There is really no reference in the Governor’s
Speech to the mining industry, simply becaunse
mining is not considered, because the Gov-
ernment have only one policy, which is te
spend bhundreds of thousands of pounds on
establishing group settlements in the South-
West, Other things have to take their chance.
The Government bave had no real regard for
the mining industry for years. They merely
profess to have a regard for it. The whole
of their eups are in one basket to-day, :nd
when the crash comes there will be trouble in
Woestern Australia. Regret was expressed that
the financinl agreement between the Common-
wealth and the States was not completed. My
knowledge of the position, such as I gathered
from the reports in the Press, makes me glad
that the State did not reach any agreement
with the Commenwealth. Such an arrange-
ment would have been disastrons to Western
Australia.  Either Commenwealth Ministers
pessess more ability than do our Minisiers,
or else our Ministers are grateful to the
Tederal Ministers for their condescension in
conference.  When the Prime Minister (Mr.
Bruce) was in Western Australia he made
manyv promizes which the Press acclaimed.
The Press, too, referred to Mr, Bruee as
““the friend of Western Australia.’’ As is
so often the case, the Press spoke too soon.

The Minister for Agriculture: He wounld
have been a friend had his guarantee that we
would be £100,000 better off under the scheme
been given effeet to.

Hon, M. F. TROY: If that guarantee had
been given, what would it have meant? The
Federal propesition was that the State shounld
have the collection of the whole of the income
tax in return for the Commonwealth retain-
ing the whole of the surplus revenue pay-
ments. I believed it would only be a matter
of tima when the Federal Government would
hand over to us the whole of the income taxa-
tion, becanse the Federal income tax was
merely imposed to meet war conditions. The
Federal authorities had to meet their war
obligations and we expected that the time
would come when Australia, becoming more
prosperous, would pay off her war debts and
our taxation would be reduced accordingly—
not increased. As a matter of fact, the Fed-
eral Government have control over the whole
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of the taxaiion of Austrulia and eollect a
hugo revenue.

Mr. Pickering: T.cy exercise that control,
too.

Hon, M. F. TROY: VYeg, to the fuilest
extent. Had we signed that finaucial ngree-
ment, Western Australin would have haid oniy
one large source of taxation—incomes. As we
pot further into dAiflienltior, the ineome {ax
would have to be inereased.  Under such an
arrangement the Federal Government would
have heen relieved of the distasteful work of
imposing incrensed income taxation. Western
Aunstralin would have had vecourse only to in-
eome taxation whenever we wanied more re-
venue, and that position woulkl! be intolerable.
If ever a Government enter into an agreement

whereby  they acrept the whole  respousi-
bility for colleeting the income tax in
return  Tor the Commonwenlilt  retaining

the whole of the surplus revenue, it will be
had for Western Australia, The Federal
Government should keep faith with the people
so that with the wiping off of the war debis,
inctme taxation will he reduced.  The State
oot do that, heeause our oltigations have
Ligen, and will conlinue to he, inercased. 1
dv not wish to be u pessimist, bot I prefer
to speak the vruth,  Any man enn be a breezy
optimist with other people’s moncy. We
know that unless the State vepuodiates ite
obligations we have to pay interest on all
our debts and although we ean borrow mil-
lions, we must pay the money back. If our
only means of financing resolves itself into
income taxation, the burden will he so in-
tolerable that no Government will he able to
stand up to it, for the people will not have
it. [ believe, had that apgreement been en-
dorsed by the Government, it would have heen
rejected hy Parlinment. This session may
not last long, beeause apparently the Govern-
nient o not eontemplate bhringing forward
muach leghglation, I am suroriseidl that a
Hospitals Rill, which wns said to be se neees-
sary last sesston, is not to be rve-introduecd. 1
have a suspicion that the Goverminent are
prompted in their aetion in that regard by
congiderations arising out of the forthcoming
elections. During the session T intend to toke
advantage of the opportunities I have in the
House of criticising uny aet of mal-adminis-
tration on the part of the Government. The
people of the State, accordinyg to the Premier,
are taking more aetive interest in  politics
than they have dune for years past. That
being 30, I hope they will interest themselves
in the migration scheme and in group settle-
ment, and will demand from the Government,
not mercly hald, empty statements such as
appeared in the Governor’s Speech, bhut some-
thing concrete, They will want to know where
it i o1l leading to and whether we are to
gt a decent return from the milliens that
have been spent in ennnection with group
settlement under methods which T do net ap-
prove.

On  motion
journed.

House adjourned at 1047 p.m,

by My, Angelo, debate ad-
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The PRESIDENT took the chair at 4.30
pan, and read prayers.

QUESTION—SANDALWOOD
TENDERS.

Hon, A, LOVEKRIXN asked the Minister for
Edueation: In conncetion with the tenders
for cutting and dispesal of sandalwood—mwill
he lay on the Talde the correspondence he-

tween My, John Stewnrt and the Hon. the
Premier?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Yus,

QUESTION—ESPERANCE, MINIS-
TERIAL VISIT.

Mon, J. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Whether, upon his return from
abroxd, the membher for Kanowna (Hoa. T.
Watker, M.L.A.) was made aware of the then
pending visit of the Minister for Agriculture
to the Esperanee district? 2, Tf so, by whom,
and what view, if any, did the said member
express respeeting his desired ability or in-
ability to join in the proposed visit?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The matter was mentioned
in conversation between the member for
Kanowna and the Secretary, Premier’s De-
partment. As it was understood by the latter
that the member was unable to make this
trip, the Minister for Agriculture was so ad-
vised. Mo invitation was issued.

QUESTION—R.8.P.C.A. PUNDS AND
OFFICIALS.

Hen, A, LOVEKIN asked the Hon. .J.
Duffell in connection with the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act Amendment Bill, now
on the Notice Paper (of which Bill Mr,
Duffell is in charge) the following ques-
tions: 1, Is it a fact that a pertion of the
funds of the Royal Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals has been tampered
with by one or more of the officinls of the
Society? 2, If so, will he give particulars
of such misfeasance and of the cireumstances
under which it arose? 3, Are the officinls of
the society under guarantee?

Hon. T. DUFFELT: replied: 1, Yes. 2,
The particulars asked for are contained in a
copy of the minutes of a speeial sub-commit-
tee, which T am laying upon the Table. 3, No,
but the matter is ander consideration.



